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VINDICATION 


OF. THE. 


HISTORIES 


The Orp * ui T ger nr. 


ec LETTER IL” 
My vrar LoD, 


N thoſe Letters which I did myſelf tis 
T Honour of writing to your Lordſhip ſome 
few Years ago, wherein I e my 
Thoughts to at your Requeſt, wit re- 
gard — — Grrioſittes of the foſfil 

Kind, and was led from thence to a Philoſo- 
phical Vindication of the Meſaical Account. 1 
of the Creation 80 0 I took it for grant- "9 
ed that the Books of Moſes were a genuine 
Hiſtory undoubtedly written by Mo ferfirnfelf, * 
and that the Authenticity of lem had deen 
ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ſo as to need no fur 
ther Proof. 3 

Bu r, my Lord, as a dec hath late 
ly thought proper to call theſe Things into 
Queſtion, and, under the Pretence of ſhewin 
that they are not ſufficient Materials on which 
to found a general Syſtem, either of Hiſtory: 
or Chronology, has thought proper to make / 

ſuch Objections to the Books both of the Old 


A and 


: | 4 
: - % i 
N » 


BY 2 AVindicatim of the Hiſtories LeT.1. 


and New Teſtament, as muſt, if true, greatly 
invalidate their Teſtimony; 31 chooſe to renew 
my Correſpondence at this Time, that I may 
have an Opportunity of giving you my Opi- 
nion of this Performance. And leſt any Thing 
which Lord Byingbroke hath advanced, . o 
whoſe Abilities I 5s your Lordſhip hath 
high Opinion, ſhould make too ſtrong an "a 
preſſion on your Mind, with Regard to thoſe. 
ſacred Writings; I ſhall regularly 7 thoſe 
Objections, which his Lordſhip hath induſtri- 
ouſly collected, and as irefully 8 diſplayed under 
the Diſguiſe of a Friend, without ſeeming to 
| have any premeditated Deſign to hurt revealed 
2 Religion and then I ſhall endeavour to ſup- 
2 port and vindicate the — of the Hyſto- 
ele , and on the 
4 wa bil bath pointed out. 


oly attacked Reve- 
lation. as a 1 - bat miſes theſe 
Scruples only, as hecxpreſicth i it, owt of Zeal 
Ver Chriſtianity (a): and yet in the ſelf ſame 
Paragraph — it as his eve Opinion, 
that Chriſtianity. has beeu on. the Decay ever 
fince the Lee of Letters (b). Can any 
Thing in Nature be more inſidious? Does 
your Lordſhip think, that Lord. Bolingbroke. 
Could believe that Doctrine to be true, which, 
he declares, will not, in his Opinion, ſtand the | 


82 P. 182. London Edit printed for Millar two Vl. 
(b) F. 283. | 
Teſt 


Teſt of a free and open Enquir e loud by 


riſheth only under the Darkne ts of nr | 
= No ae away like NI 
2 of the oe: Fra 
lage ? Thoſe Things are ui, m Lord, 
which vue bo Thi 2 than Light 
true brilliant Diamond never gy ves forth its 
Luſtre to ſo much Advantage as in the bright- : 
eft Sunſhine: And ſack 1 truſt in Gop will 
Chriſtianity ſhew itfelf to be on the ftrifte 
Enquiry ; and that it will ſtill come out the 
brighter, the more it is ſcrutinized by tlie by 
Trial of a jũſt and fevere' Criticiſm. 
Bou r, my e why' did not Lord Bo- 
bn gbruke (peak ope nl and ily fairly ? why 


1 chooſe to attack Chriſtianity rather adde EE | 


the Character of a falfe Friend, than of an o- 
pen Enemy? The Apology Which he makes, 
or at leaſt; which he ſeems defirotis ſhould be 
underſtood asfuch, for this Proceeding, -is in- 
ſerted in the ſecond Page of the firſt Letter, 
where he ſays, © Trhink that a due Defereni 
* is to be paid to received Opinions, 
« that a due Compliance with received Cu- 
« ſtoms is to be held; although both the one 
and the other ſhodld: be, what they often. 
<« are, abſurd or ridiculous. But this Servi- 
5 e and abridges in no 
Fort the Li of private Judgment. The 
„Obligations of ſubmitting to it even out- 
e wardly, extend no further, than to thoſs 

* Opiasbar and 2 which cannot be 


"> - . 
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1 
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5 oppoſed; or from which we cannot de- 
vate without doing Hurt, or giving Of- 
4 fence, to Society. In all theſe Caſes, our 

e Speculations ought to be free: in all other 

CEaſes our 5 > 8 ought to be ſo. 

A p now I appeal to your Lordſhip, whe- 

ther you can think in your Conſcience that the 

Sake Viſcount had that tender Regard for the 

Eaſe of the Miniſtry, the Tranquility of the 

Biſhops Bench, and [hs Peace of Society, as to 

chooſe upon that Account to propoſe his Ob- 

jections againſt the Bible as a diſguiſed Chri- 
ſtian, rather than a profeſſed Peil ? or whe- 
ther he had not too much Senſe to imagine, 
that the ſame Effect of the Diſturbance of So- 
ciety would not equally follow from both? 
only with this Difference, that the Deſigns of 
a falſe Friend are not ſocafily diſcovered as 
thoſe of an open Enemy; and the Wounds 
that are given, are not only deeper but ſurer. 

AN p indeed the Force of hiswhole Perfor- 

mance lies in the Deceitfulneſs of it, in art- 
fully ſubſtituting one Thing for another ; like 
a 45 er at Cards, who ſhews you one Card 
While he artfully whips another into the Place 
of it.. Thus in the very Caſe before us, 
when Lord Bolingbroke ſays that Chriſtianity. 
has been upon the Deca y ever, fince the Refer ' 
rection of Letters, Here it is manifeſt, if we 
look into his Reaſoning, that he has palmed. 

Cbriſtianity upon ah inſtead of Po- 

. for 10 Arguments all, run againſt Po- 


egos 3 EGS 
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pery; but; before he ſhews lis Hand, 
E in Chriftiancty in Lieu of it. That | 
yon may not think I alſo intend to Gang, 
take his own” Words, * Obſerve then, 
* Lord ſays he, that the 8 of 
| apal Throne was not attery 
* W's until the Beginning of the Arn 
« Century. Aultitude of e | 
«© which will eaſily trace in © the 
t teenthi ta Sach d Centuries, to go 
further back, concurred to bring, abo dec 
this great Event. Among "theſe Circa. 
te ſtances, there is one leſs complicated ant 
= more obvious. than others, Which was of 
pal and univerſal Influence. The Aft 
* Dy. Printing had been invented about forty 
ae. fifty Me the 'Period y 


and at this Period thi 
and were culti- 
558805 —As ſon's 
<8; the Means "Of acquit 8 and ſpreading In. 
formation grew. Dili it is no Wonder 
* that a Syſtem was umavelled, wich mo | 

og wo woven with Sucerks | in an 


: £48; 060 


r P. 204. 206. a 1 : 


= 


£1. A Vindication of. the Hiſtories LET. I. 
TD really and truly a Proof 
—_ the + or as it does prove 


that Po hath — upon the Decay ever 
ſince the ef Letters, ſo will the 
Lame Method of . ſerve to prove that 
the Bar Laſer ' Popery has —— nd 


the Revival of true Chriftiqnity, which 
jar gh will be enlivened along with wad 
Reſurrection of Letter. : 
Bur, my Lord, this is not the 2 
Place where he has proceeded in this de- 
ceitful Method of Reaſoning, as will ap | 
20 A of um Lens, And I 22 
your Lori(hip of the ongh, of L fi bi 
. 
n WA oF, i th old and 

new Teſtament, i 


ny o 
rians; and yt through 1 
3 


1 and unque 


2 9 — ee n OY a 


chart, Petaviut and Uber who 
| becauſe, Gays a; ae 


Ma ip 155 more 


there were not as 
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into ancient Hi- 


he recommends the Enquiry i 


ſtor , in order © to eſtabliſh thoſe hiſtorical 


d. Hiſtory, which are the 
whole Syſtem, on clear 
3 hiſtoric thori a.“ 
Which is manifeſt acting the Part of a 

leſs Dalilab, in kat de depriving us of our. 


| Strength, and then calling but in the Vol o 


2 The W * upon thee, Samp- 
! 

Aup the more. effectually * 5 Fun his 
Lordſhip ſets out with ah iiyling Sealer, B: er; Bo- 


. , : this. En into ancient 3 
Hiſtory; and deelarts: “ a thorough Con- 
te tem pt fo the w bees the lam 
6 ed Lives (c) obſerve the Reaſon ;: 

he ſame. Materials are 
ce common to 1 but r 


2 r 


n there is for 
canſideri in all the e 
are 07 ng He recommends an Enquiry, 


to iron of 
ntempt for t t do 10; 2 * 
e 


few. . 7 That. — 


the Invention of 
ſince Wa e be difoore 


4) P. 18 P. 6. P. 6. 
(a) P: 183. (e) 5 His 


f 
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His Lordſhip obſerves (8), that “ the Divines 
<« object in their Diſputes with Atheiſts, and 
ti they object very juſtly, ſays he, that theſe | 
Men require improper Proofs.” And may, 
not they make the fame Objection at preſent, 
againſt his Lordſhip as a Theift ? when. he 
contemns theſe Authors for not E. 
more Materials than, according to his own Al- 
ſertion, it is poſſible for them to produce. 

Bu r how does he know that there is a mo- 
ral Impoſſibility they ſhould ever have more? 
was it not owing to Uſher that we now have 
the Copy of the Samaritan Pentateuch, which 
is a living Evidence that the five Books of Mo- 

ſes have not been corrupted in any material 
Point fince the Defection of Samaria, and the 
violent Animofities that aroſe on that Account 
between the Jeus and Samaritans. But his 
Lordſhip fays farther, that theſe Authors have 
* ſuppoſed, have gueſſed, have disjointed. 
« Paſſages of different Authors, and broken 
Traditions of uncertain Originals, &c. (h) 


That Scaliger, Bichart and Marſtam, have. 


has left m 


ſometimes indulged their Imagination tao 
much, I will readily allow; but I abſolutely 
deny the Charge againſt Petavius and 21. 

And as there are no Inſtances produc be 


no other Means of refuting| bim. 
Hr, Lordthi then ſays, Julius Afr icanus, 

Euſebiu und reorge the Monk, opened the 
Ar Sources 4 all this Science; F but they 


1 
© P. 15. 0 P. 6, 3 


5 
* 


cor- 


10 De 
5 5 


Athen . —.— the 4 1 15 to prevent. 
their riſing in Ju ment againſt him; where» 
as, I Lo 222 — whether ever Eu hius 
had ſeen the Works of; Manetho; as B. 
were then by no Means ſo eaſy to be come at, 
as they have been fince the — . — of the 
Art of Printing. For that Work of Euſebius, 
which is here alluded to, is his Chronicon, i in 
which Work be endeayc to 1 5 
the ſacred and prophane 2/0: and to 
1 them into one regular Ser ies of Gros 
. nology; and the Books which he 2 
E = conſulted upon this Head are, Hyginus, 
7750 Africanus, Tatianus, J — and 
The, but does not ſay one Word | 
FAN . i Africen had indeed made 
a Kind of Abſtra& out 1 anet bo, in Which 
we know he a not exactly Copy, after Mang 
tho in his La of the Egyptian Princes, be- 
caſe by comparing him with ſome other Ex- 


00 P. 8. „„ 
4 : 2 #1 +35. £ 299 + v4 


3 | 
| 
| 
; 
J 


Egypt was then an elective Kingdom, and 


_ jet, but makes his Quotations, 
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tracts made out of Mn, "hich * 
ferved in Fofephus, we know y - 
omitted the Names of the Ws, that aro 

mentioned by Manetho, it being now univer- 


fally acknowledged among the learned, that 


that the Egyptians always choſe theirPrinces, 
er -Prieſthood, ar out of the 


Army. So that if Lord Bolingbroke had read 


Foſephus, whom he neverthelefs quotes very 
tly, he would hve found that we bw 
more of Manerlo than what is in Euſebius. 
And vrhat inclines me to think that Eiſebits 
had not ſeen the Works of Mazztho, or us Rath 
had them not in his Foſſeſſion, is, that f 
in His Præparatid Evang elite of the 
Egypt, he barely — Manet bo, as gi 
Author who had written largely on that Sub. 
and choſe to. 
ſmall ones, out of Diodorus Situlur. 
Turn his and fays, | 
The Codex Aer nur we owe to George 
the Monk, We have no other Au 5 
& ſor it: and one cannot ſee without Amaze- 
ment, ſuch a Man oF fans 


a undervatuin nee 


hp: 
Cop' ke 
New Teſtament: Bar tha is Book at Was 


(*) Euſeb. Prep. I. i. c. 1 I. 


"—_ 


x Aa Tefamint. II 
LT. I. of theQld and New 
———ů——— Ronen 3 
about 100 Years ago, in am Age when: 

 Pook and the: Value of it were unknown. 
George the Monk, otherwiſe: much better 
Tran bythe Nemne-of Swoillue) des indecd 


m juſtly re- 
marks, — ae ole Year 1 
and ſeyenth Qlympiad, becauſe: it mentions 
Ned ancho; whoſe he was about (fifteen 
Tears before. the | Expedition"! 1 
. mr 


about the of the 
ee Nynaſin (1): And where is the great 


and ſometime jects he En it 


age Of A. 


agree with: other Authoritirs, which he ina. 


either better or worſe Founda- 
— — -afſert? Does not his Loft: 
ſhip- take [this : een with the 
FFF 4 
he is. pleaſed to hanour the Pvarines' or : 
* din, —.— —— 


der the Denornination of — 
—— een 


ON Bec Poa Bi a) nts 07 6 


ed between Algarus and Feſus Chrift (n). 


12 A Vindication of the Hiſtories LT. I. 
of the Reader, 2 er pak A 1 


flections of my own. ,- + 


"Bur the noble l. dr in bs nem Lever 
goes on, and tells the Story of Agurus ( 

and of the Beaſts, gr rr rf 
looſe ran each of chem immediately! to that 
Part of the Circus, where a Parcel of Earth 


taken from their native Soil had been laid; 


and then adds, Tbis Tale paſs on 
<<, Foſephus ; for in him, I believe, I read it.“ 
He tells the ſame Story in another Place, wich 

the additional Fable of the Letters Which g 


Which I only mention now to ſet your Lords 
ſnip right with Regard to the Author's Name 
in hom theſe Stories are told, and that is. E 
ſebius and not Foſephus, And —— de 
ſire you —— author 


think Euſebius dr a little too gs | | 
ſome other Inſtances as well ds theſe ; but 
— 1 be eſteemed ava Perſon 
great Veracity, Learning, and i 
the general. Matthew Paris is an Hiſtoriat 
PR in moſt Gaſes, — 
yet he was m s credylons:thar) 1 
Liu in many i Particulars, Thai there were 
pious Erands committed in, and before the Days | 
of Euſcbius, i not to De t it is ehe 


() Vol. p. 37. N Ne. 


e 


* mY 1 e 8 POS. ** 
v * 
7 * 
q 
n iy 


Lex. 1 of tht Old dnd N Tias. 13 
Buſineſs of Criticiſm, as his Lordſhip. j juſtly ex- 
preſſeth 572 * 5 Ore — | 
«: Droſs (o).“ For Lordſhip again, | 
« We by the Confrontation 
« of different Accounts: as we ſtrike out 
<« Sparks of Fire by the Collifionof Flintsad 
and ba Steel (p) Which has been tolerably 
well performed ſince the Revival of Letters, 
and is every * improving ſince the Refor- 
mation. „ that our learned Author 
is forced — that *© the Moderns 
haye invented new Methods of Defence, 

<«« and have abandoned Poſts: . were 

not tenahle (q )))) 0 of Dizy 
I his third Letter (r), Log: Bollingbrote, 
ſpeaking of the Uncertainty'of ancient Hiſtory. 
ſays, © Beroſus for Inſtance, and Manetho, one 
<« a Babylonian and the other an Egyp 


tian 
c Prieſt, had publiſhed the Antiquities of their 
9 Countries i in the Time of the Prolemres. Be- 


9 NE Aon pretended to give the Hiſtory of four.. - 


hundred eighty Years. / Phny, if I remem- 
{© ber right; for I ſay this on Memory, ſpeaks 
< to ERA in the ſixth Book of his natu- 
e ral Hiſtory: and if it was ſo, theſe Years 
_ © wereprobably Years of Nabonoſſar, > 
here I cannot but obſerve, that this noble Au- 
thor. quotes often upon Memory, in order, I. 
ſuppoſe to give theſe Letters the Air of allight 
and curſory Performance; although it is mani- 


feſt from Lord  Bolinghroke's laſt Will, chat 


(o) P. 133. (e) P. 136. (4) P. 182. (r) P. 81. 
ö ; | A. the 


— 
* 4 
_ 


a CEO — . . 5 aca Tc. "hy 2 . 4 p K "I'E> - , 
nm r 3 14 n Fr r 2 22 my 
” 


ox then . - 9%: 90 Dey > n n 
TE ee ade ne 5 ae tes rr a Ee: 8 2 n 1 
e $6 ahh 8. , | 
* 


the four firſt of theſe! Letters: were privately 
during his Life. Time, — : 


ſor their critical -Reviſal, who 


Cpt 4 ' w-•.w — A 1b —— uv * — CAR we. EE Tr nK 


Tongue, 


. Whereas 


= 


. | . 
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liſhed, and, if I am rightly informed, were dif- 
tributed 


might have' ſet 
bim right . where he madeany 
Miſtakes. But however, though the Miftake 
here made is one, Lthink k to 
inform your Lordthip and the Reader of theſe 
Letters, that it is in the ſeventh Book of Phny's 
natural Hiſtory, that Berofis is- mentioned by 
him in two Places (s). In the firſt of which he 
takes Notice of the great Honours that were 
paid to Beroſus by the Atbemiant, to whom, 
though a Foreigner, they erected: a Statue 
in the .Gymnaſfium, with a golden 
an Account of his Skill in Aſtrology. 
And in the other, arguing for the great Anti- 
quity of the Art of literary Writing, he 2 
that Beraſus mentions the Babylonians as bei ng 
in Poſſeſſion of Aſtronomical Obſervations for 
upwards of 480 Years before his Time; 
which is very — his Lord- 
ſhip aſſerts, that © Beroſus to (give - 
„the Hi of four hundred eighty Tears. 
Aerofes wrote «chronological Hito- 
: of Chaldæa and the 7 
om-the Flood _ Noub —— — 


fome of his learned Friends 


LeT. I. n 
FEE 
rofus given or ia gas an 
of four, rad, Ss W What wore 
oh the au, e 2 — of 
127 dart were pr Tears 0 
Where i the Senſe of this ? or 
— is —— One would be apt 
to imagine in order io make Senſe of it that 
the Years. of + were different from, 
and were either longer or ſhorter than com 
mon Vearst Whereas that is not the Fadt. 
Nabonaſſar was a famous King of —— 
from the Commencement of whoſe Reign the 
Balylinians began the Date of that remark- 
able Aſtronomical ra, which from him was 
called the Ara of Nabona ar jand. commenced 
abou ſeven: Years after t of Name, 
235 aſter the Death of — | 
480 Years before the Time of : Berofis, $0 
that although the Ara of Nah differed — 
from other Aras, yet the N of N. „ 
did not ; differ — other" 2 Upon all ä 
which J ſhall only remark, that it is a very" 
diſtiault thing! for thoſe Perſons, who hass | 
more of the Shadow ham the — SEN 
Learning, and: yet are willing to make an of- 
tentatious Parade with it, to 'keep themſelves 
— being detected, and rendering themſelves 
the Opjects of Ridicule to the more knowing N 
Part af their Readers. a 
„ ByT.lays the noble-Viſount/ © had they, * 
n *. and Manetho) ler par- 


2 


. e CUE et ey ne — . . ————— 


« : 


Bible: And Euſebius is o far from either 
contracting 
he has literally and faithfully copied afier him 
given them in the ſame Order 


4 
i 
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it ticular and hiſtorical Acconnts'conformable 
© to the of the Fews;" Fo oſepbus, 


5 * Tulius Africanus, and Euſebius would have 


made quite other A bſtracts from their Writ- 
ngs, and would have. altered and contra- 
&« dicted them leſs (t).. Julius Africanus 
was indeed Fool e 


both dee and Euſebius and Sir Fob 
jor ſham, too much R to 


6 ions, but at Wen have: 
been a Shame for them if they had not con- 


tradicted him in others: The 


ans 


themſelves being ſo little content with that 
Work of his, that it was but a few Years 


afterwards when - Ptolemy Euergetes thought 


it proper to. employ Eratofthenes to under 


take a new — of ' Egypt in order to 
s of Ma- 


his Work in — 


him or contradicting him, that 


in his Liſt of the 4/jrian Ki 


„and is 
and bes allowed the fame exaaPeriod of Ti f 


for the Duration of each Reign. And I now 
leave it to your TIE e FA 


tB T. 82. 
own 


nough to be at the Trou- 
= of = . Abſtracts: out of *Manetho,' 


„ „ ws $$ a£* do © 
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own Reflections, on che Treatment given. | 


theſe great Hiſtbrians, 


Tn noble Viſcount cothes then to gire | 
us his Sentiments upon Sacred Hiſtory, in 
which he draws a burleſque Picture enough 
of the miraculous Stories told by ſome _ 
niſftical Jus, in Favour of the Sep 
Verſion of the Bible. And then cue | 
„Thus you ſee, my Lord, that when we 
e confider®theſe Books barely as Hiſtories, 
delivered to us on the Faith of a ſuperſti- 
tious People, among whom the Cuſtom 
% and Art of pious Lying prevailed remark- 
e ably, we may be allowed to doubt, vrhe- 
ther greater Credit is to be given to what” 
they tell us concerning the Original, com- 

piled in their own Country, and as it were 
out of the Sight of the reſt of the World. 

Bo T what is all this tothe Purpoſe ? What 
does it ſignify what filly Stories are told either 
by the Helleniſtical, or Hebrew, Jews in Fa- 
vour either of the Original or the Copy? And 
what does it ſignif in reality, whether the 
1 was made by one Man, or by five, 4 

or by ſeventy ? The Books are both of 
in being, let them peak for themſelves. 
re th and ſee whether 
they agree in the main Points. If they do, is 
it not an undoubted N 
ing extant and in gr u Credit ſo lon FI 
the Time of Ptolemy Philadelpbus, when i 
Tranſlation of it was firſt made? But why 


ould any filly Stories told i in- Fayour of a 
Mo Tranſ- 


18 AVindication of the Hiſtories Lew. I. 
Tranſlation prejudice us againſt the Original? 
Becaufe, ſays the noble Viſcount, © we may 
be allowed to doubt whether greater Credit 
** is to be given to what they tell us concern- 


= ing the Original.” And ſo we ought ; it 


is Doubt alone that leads to Truth. And if we 
had no better Proof in Favour of what they tell 
us concerning the Original, than for thoſe ſil- 
ly Stories that are told of the Copy, I would 


join with the noble Viſcount in png te 


one as well as the other. But before I have 


finiſhed this Paper, I hope to convince, your 
Lordſhip, : that our Belief in the Fa er is 
e Evi- 


founded on ſuch rational and undeniab 
dence as cannot fairly be rejecteec. 
Nor that I ſhall quote Alexander Polybs/- 


Gf 


tor, though of undoubted Authority, becauſe 


his Lordſhip makes a flight Objection againſt 
him :“ For, ſays he, even; Mexander Poly- 
it hiftor is called in, he is quoted by Joſephus 
ſed by | Eaſcbius,” ¶ His Lordſhip 


might have faid that Euſehus guotes him as 


well as Jqepbus, for he makes much larger 


Quotations out of him than  Foſephus does] 
«* as a'Man of Parts, and great Variety: of 


« Leaning: His Teſtimony, about. the De- 
e luge and Tower of Bake! is produced. by 
St. Cyril in his firſt Book againſt Fultan : 
% And. Juſlin the Apologiſt and „in 
© his Exhortation to the Greeks, makes Uſc 
* of the ſame Authority, among thoſe that 
* mention Moſes as a Leader and Prince of 


the Jeu. Though this Polybi/tor, if 1 


«* Temem- 


a a. 


T Oe. E- as 


Polk y owe EG 


by ro, + 0 od % I 


1 


to the Latin Tranſlation q 
Lex apud Hebra@os, ut ait Alex 


ol as ſuch by Euſchius, and 
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remember right what I think I have met 
„ with in Suidas, 
| _ called Mojo (u) 0. | 


only of a Woman he 
It is 1 Suidas 
under the Word Mars does ſay, according 
n e quod by ba Lord - 
a ier Hröræa, Cujus Ce tum ipſa 

. X on 5 
Polybiſtor. And under the Title Anga, 75 | 


. 


where he is ſpeaking of the Works of Paßy- 
hiftor. he fays, In his vi Suiſſe, mulierem 


 braam nomine Moſo, cujus ſcriptum fit Lex illa 


que e apud Hebraos, But then I am ſure 
that Lord Bolingbroke did not believe Suidat; n 
as the Thing is abſurd to a Degree of Ridi- 


cule; and in which Light I am confide 6p 
tiokls Viſcount even Hou it in this 1 


as he could not but have read the juſt Cha- 
= which is given of Suidats by his Friend 
17 N ope, in his P cn the Dunciad. | 


The Works of Polybi/tor are loſt, but in 2 


thoſe Quotations which remain out of him, 
there is no ſuch. thing to be found as Suidas 
eve but on ihe contrary he ſpeaks with 

Reſpet of Moſes, N wiſe, Man | 
the Legillator of the 7 Jews, He was an Au- | 
thor of great Repute; and is mh 5 ſpoken 
6, and the 
othet Authors is Lardlhip, 
but alſo by Plim in his Natural Hiſtory; and 
indeed I ſhould haye: thought it beneath the 
Getitus of Lord Bolingbroke e ſo ada a 


& Let, ui. p. 89. 


Ss: Joke 
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oke as that of Suidas, in making only an old 
oman of M rt. 

But ſays the noble Viſcount, © In ort, 
„% my Lord, the Jewiſb Hiſtory never ob- 


<* tained any Credit in the World, "till Chri- 


% fianity was eſtabliſhed (w). What not 
among the Jeus? Did not they believe-it? 
And if they did, was not all that was then in- 
tended by it ? His Lordſhip ſeems to be un- 
der a great Miſtake, when he imagines the 
Books of the Old Teſtament were deſigned 
to inſtru Men in Arts or Sciences, or in the 
general Knowledge of Geography, Hiſtory, 
or Chronology ;: for they were deſigned pri- 
marily and chicfly for the Uſe of the Fews, to 
point ont to them their Meſſiab, to e bliſh a 


Zet of Laws for their particular State, to in- 


form them in the Knowledge of Gop and his 
Laws, and to excite them to Obedience, by 
convincing them, that he was the Creator of 
this World, that he was their daily Preſerver, 
a that they were under his immediate In- 

ſpection both with Regard to Rewards and 

niſhments. And therefore this Hiſtory, 


wich concerntd' itfelf about Religion more 


than Politicks, paſſed unregarded by Strangers, 
becauſe it was not written like other Hiſtories, 
where the Succeſs of all human Afﬀairs is at- 


tributed to, 1 by which it can only be ac- 
i 


counted for in all prophine Hiſtory, the Wil- 
dom, the Courage, of inte Conduct of Miniſ- 


ters, of Generals, or'of Soldiers, and vice ver 


(v) Let. iii. p- 91. 4 
| 1 1 | : ſa, 
2 
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| Whereas in this Hiſtory all Events are at- 
e to the immediate Direction of Gop, 
and the Succeis or Reverſe of all the Actions 
of the Mraelites is manifeſtly ſhewed to depend 
upon him; and the ſecret Springs of all their 
good as well as bad Fortune are revealed unto 
them, and are demonſtrably ſhewed to ariſe, 
not from their worldly Wiſdom, or worldly 
| Folly; not from their own Power or Weak- 
neſs ; not from their Courage or Cowardice; 
but from Gop, whoſe Favour or whoſe Frowns. 
depended on their Obedience or Diſobedience 
to his Laws; which is the great Moral that is 
inculcated through the whole Tenor of the 
Old Teſtament. And whereas his Lordſhip 
truly obſerves that in profane Hiſtory, an 
e ingenious Writer may very innocently ac- 
count for Events after they have lage 
by a Syſtem of Cauſes aid Conduct that did 
9 3 really produce them (x): In this Hi- 
ory it is quite otherwiſe, ſince whoever care- 
557 conſults it will from thence learn, to vin- 
ach the Ways of Gop with Man, not accord- 
ing to Appearances only, but according to 
Truth. | 
Bur, ſays our Author, « apprehend that 
« the Zeal of both (Jews and . has 
done much Hurt, by endeavouring to extend 
2 oo Authority much further than is necef- 
_ © fary, for the Support perhaps of Judaiſin, 
4 hot to be ſure of Cr ene (y And 
then he proceeds to explain himſelf, and en- 
(x) Let. v. p. 167. (y) Let. iii, p. 92. 
„ WY deavours 
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22 A Vindication of the Hiſteries LET. I. 
deavours to ſhew that this Extenſion of their 
Authority conſiſts in tncbaing adiyine In 
ration to 9 Authors of. theſe Books. Wha 
he ſeems in ſome Places willing to confine 
ſuch Parts of Scripture as concern the Law, 
the Doctrine, or the Prophecies. And conſents 
to allow, for Example, that the Doctrine of 
Original Sip, the Trim, and the Coming of 
the Meffiab, may be eſtabliſhed by it, together 


4 


with the Infallbility of Scripture Authority as 
far as Religion is concerned (z). But he then 
raiſes _ Oby . inſt this Diſtinction, 


hows [cans cc the greateſt 
Part 9 "er Chrono ; and the 93 great- 


* eſt Part of their Hiſtory would de 
10 ed a); ;” and that this Notion of 
* ration, which came occaſionally, and 
illuminated the Mindsand guided the Hands 
& of the ſacred Penmen while they were writ- 


ing ne be e ae , their Influence, | 
ec vx ; 


15 


3 "chef Diflin&tions (c),” but that this Diſtin- 


| the ſame Author 8 der yy writing an- 
51 may be cavilled againſt (b);“ that he 

ly ſhews to a conſiderate Re r he does 
no Means deſign or defire to pu adbere to. 


Rion is only ironically produced, or in- . 
1 Fa %, that the aforementioned Concei 
avour of Ori ginal Sin, Kc. is only aPiece 


of Dauble- Dealing. 


I ſhall r e CEE ſer before you 
the true ur Extent of Inſpiration as 


B ) P. 9. (ti) P. 93. 
(e) 9 7 | | 18. 1 | 
fur 


\ R 
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far as occurs to me; however, I muſt emiſe, 
that the Doctrine of Inſ ſpiration, together with 
the true Limits of it, is attended with great 
Difficulties, and is in reality -aDiſpute between 
Divines themſelves who e revealed Re- 
ligion, rather than a Diſpute between Bellevers 
and Diſ-behevers of Naldo becauſe if 
the Doctrine and Hiſtory contained in the 
Scripture be true, we are in Duty and Conſci; 
_ enceobliged to believe it, althou the Authors 

were not inſpired. I {ball Kitts, 290 venture to 
give my own private Opinion on, this Head, 
which is this. 

ST. Paul in his Ep iſtle to 77 mithy ſays, Al 
Scripture is givenby e of GOD, and 
is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for :Cor- 
rection, for 25 Wy on in 8 that 
the Man of LN thorough thy fi fur- 
niſhed cid 400 good Work Wien i 
piainly's appears, that the main 0 and Uſe 
nſpiration is not to gratify our Cuciolity, or 
for the Information and Improvement of our 
Minds in Arts and Sciences, or in Hiſtory and 
Chronology, but for our Inſtruction in \ Righ- 
on th that. the. Man of Gop, that is, t the 
Servant of Gon, or the Man who is willi ing 
to dedicate himſelf to the Service of God, m 
be thoroughly farniſhed with all Manner 
InſtruRtion, in Righteouſneſs, Due to ex- 
cite him to the Performance of good orks. 
And therefore if the TInfallibility 157 Scripture 
Authority as far as Religio on is concerned be but 


(4). 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17. 7 4 >; al F2 


B 4 ' ſecured, 
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ſecured, as the noble Viſcount ex preſſcth i it, 1 
am humbly of Opinion that That is fufficient, 
But then how can this be ſecured, while the 
fame infallible Pen which is dictating Truth 
in one Page is declaring Falſehoods in the 
next? And how ſhall we diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other? This therefore cannot be al- 
lowed. It muſt either be all true or all falſe. 
Bur it is objected and with too much Rea- 
ſon, that *©* theſe Scriptures are come down 
« to us broken ee full of Additions 
and Interpolations, and Tranſ poſitions, made 
« we neither know when, nor by whom; 
« and ſuch, in ſhort, as never appeared peared on the 
Face of any other Book on which Men have 
« agreed to rely (e). The Reaſon of which 
zs, becauſe there never was any other Book in 
the World, notwithſtanding all theſe Objec- 
tions, on which Men had fo much Reaſon to 
rely, For though there are manifeſtly ſome 
ſmall Additions, Interpolations, and Tranſpo. 
ſitions in the ſaaged Writings, of no great Con- 
ſequence, which have been detected, and are 
daily detecting, as Learning encreaſes in the 
World, yet theſe are by no Means of ſuch Pur- 
port, as to impeach the Veracit TX the Whole, 
or to prevent e Scriptures from taking Ef- 
ſect with Regard to the general Deſign of in- 
ſtructing the Man of Gop in Righteouſneſt, 
for which they were originally intended. And 
indeed was it not \« for the peculiar Care of 
ve Providence in preſerving Fhem ries. all 
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©. the Changes and Chances to which theſe Bocks 


« were expoſed (f); it would have. been 
impoſſible 54 em to, have come ſo en 1 to 
our Hands as 940 are at preſent, 1 notwi 

ſtanding all thei mperfeQions ;. Fot, Was 
it not for the particular Dire&tions given by 
Moſes. of having his Writings placed in the 
Ark, and kept in the Sanctuary, it is mo- 
rally impoſſible they could have been preſer- 
ved at all; if we do but conſider the early 


Age of the World, in which theſe Books, were 


written ; that it was before the Invention either 


of Paper or Parchment ; . when the Art of 


literary Writing was in its Infancy; ; and the 
Scribes were obliged to make Ve of the 


Leaves or Backs of Plants or Trees, which 
could not be ſo compleatly tacked together, 


but that the Ligatures would cafily fall And 
indeed, in ſuch a Multitude of Nich Pi 
ces, as "theſe Books muſt haye been comp 2 
of, and which, of Conſequence 1 were very I 

to have been put! in Diſorder, it is ee 
had they not been very carcfully. HET 
at 15 il ſeyeral br eo en Bu 4 


that at el recovering 


ſhould Ne &, < 
count, ; ſhall I fay,. Ten d 
plete a Manner, as 1 be p 
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And probably it was on this Account, that is, 
to ſupply the Inconveniencies which might 
happen by the Diſlocation or Tranſpoſition of 
"of the ſmaller Parts, that there are fo ma- 
a ' Repetitions of the ſame Kind of Advice in 
the ſeveral "Books of Moſes, as the Prophet 
iah expreſſeth it, Precept upon Precqu, 
r pen Precept, Line upan Line, Line 
apo ine, bere a little and t e a Bittle (h). 
d for the ſame Reaſon italſo probably was, 
that Gop was pleaſed to ſend forth ſo many 
Prophets under the'F-wvi/b Diſpenſation, and 
to call forth ſeveral Evangeliſts under the Chri- 
ian, that'if, by the Miſtake of Tranſcribets 
or any other accident, an Error ſhould creep 
into one Part, if anne, 
ri it with others. 5 
| o'T that 1 think all the Books which are 
in the Canon of the La and Chriftian 
or all the ges 


N in the ſame 

redo uu agen upon a Level. Let me 
— but that 
ucrice. 


do not mean that they 
ot all the Truths are 
not of equal Conſeq 1 haye in thoſe 
ne vote to you on the 
2 af hole ba 
jinjon 
gs gr ou Op 
which” 1 ſhall refer the Reader of Brig oY 
ter, as I intend to reviſe d e 
as I have finiſhed this, and (half | 
to the Publick, as a proper Sequel w wha 
N i. avi . 1 
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5 nothing pilations 
«« of Old Traditions, and Abridgments. of old 


Records made in later Times, as then ap- 
- 1 without 


and Deuſeremmy, he 


brag 2 lagna) to/ all Man- 


Compiler of old Records, and it is 
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28 MAVindication of the Hiftories Læ T. I. 
for us, that they were eſteemed as authen- 
tick and ſacred Records, by the moſt learn- 
ed and holy Perſons who lived neareſt to 
thoſe thimes, in which they were written: 
And as ſuch we have inſerted them and 
ſomt others into our Canon. But, if theſe 
were loſt, the Jewr/h' and the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion would ſtill remain ſafe 1 all the 
Attacks of Infidelity ; although they add, by 
_ Conformity, great Strength to' the Evi- 
and eſpecially thoſe that are appealed 
in the Scripture of the New Teſtament. 
"AND here I muſt beg leave to add, that 
when we ſpeak of inſpired Writers and in- 
ſpired Writings, we do not mean that every 
Word or 4 is directly and im- 
mediately — Gop. When Moſes 
wrote the the Exodus he wrote 
what he fav, — het he knew'of it, as any 
other Man would have done. When he was 
informed by Gop, either in Vifion or by 
Inſpiration, of any Thing which he could 
not otherwiſe know, he likewiſe wrote this, 


or ſpoke it in his'own” Words, ' unleſs where 


the Words, as in a' few Caſes," were di- 
Auted unto him, and it is endogh for us, 
that he has told us What he * 4 either 'bf 


his own Knowledge, or or by Inſpiration, with 
Truth and Fi And this was alſo the Caſe 


wich che reſt of Prophets, ' whoſe Minds 
Almighty G o o might pleaſe to Muminare, 


either by ſhewit em” Viſions, or by it 
preſſing and cpmmunicating Ideas immedine- 
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written in ſuch a great Variety 


cording to the different natural, or improved, 


Abilities of the Perſon inſpired. 1 
Example, the Language 


gh. hs ee dong, and bin wg 
ſublin —＋ — on the other Hand, "the 
— Prophet 


— Prof flign Shepherd, and bra in * 
Country, is humble and low, his Sentiments 
eaſy, and his Images frequently paſtoral; and 
therefore the Style of the Scriptures: muſt be” 
I ae 


liable to all the M a 
of that Kind, win which other human Cam 


poſitions, abound. W BAY $0 Aa 0 
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or their own e could inform * 
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in Which the Pro- 
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ſtion Was abdut ; whathe? bel 
ing Wife or 'Haſband : ſhould - Foil 
an un Wife of Huſtand, 
the divine Inſpiration inwardly: 
irh, — on Judgment woes | 9 
define, be thenfFcaks pol — 
ratiom from 'Gop, and ſays Unto thrmarritd! 
command, yet not I. but the Lord: Ler not the 
9 1d, and ler nf the 
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IT r whale ur wg en 
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Grin en een, — 
Cha began to be countenanced: 
. and had once gotten 
ſome Footing in the World, Intereſt er Varley, . 
an Zeal, might have excited; ſume 
255 
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_ of A Old dna Net bee 1 
your ofthe the eee of it; the Zeal of the 


a be de Gut if ike Pri ls te 
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ins by ur Means en 5 als did the 
have continued from that Time to'ths 4 Ag 
PE ars from the Regar pat now | 
| „5 | 
at the Tomb Gr ere: | 
— + HAR Der8 ſhed during 
by the Janſenifts 


TO ut dubbed a Saint 
” er bis Death.''-" And who, as Bord | 
broke | ly obſerves, * uu tht prime Mine lier | 
0 Janſeniſt, might have bern a Saint 
2 this was not the Ciſe 


4% $5 by 1 
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| the Bebe of a daten Ae appeate = 45 


fumbling Block to! the” 


_ wonderful Facts; which could no 


bo 90e, For; a the Bulk of the' Fur were 
fa havh one, inſtead-of being 


the Son of a This was what 


faited their Intereſt, nor their-Inclinations ; 


and therefore it was no eafy Matter to x 
them, that any good” Tbing could come out ꝙ fo. 
a Place as Nazareth:; and for the ſame 
— | ry — — 
Fool: Sz U 
HR ther Prejudice of our four Hiſtorians 
whoſe Teſtimony is here produced, 
tirely-removed by the irreſ ible Force of ſeveral 


by's Pee 


accounted for than as being done 
em and commiſſioned) from GOD! 
ich Matters of Fact, two at leaft of / theſe 


Hiſtorians were Eye Witneſſes of, and wrote 


a the Hiſtory of them at a Time when could 
; have no View either of worldl — 


Profit or Praiſe: 


Nox is it reaſonable to think, that, had they 
tan the Chriſtian Religion to have been 


_ falſe, their Zeal would ever have allowed them 


fn ene 


ſo 8 the Cheat, as to be real 
only that others might be 
the Gainers. — endurec 
Perſccution'rather than retract, or fuffer Death 
rather than deny, the Truth of what they af- 
ſerted. And when we conſider that the: 0 
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Purport t of theſe: Books is to recomm 5 
FCC 
ee eee 
would never take Pains to bring about theſe Pur- 
De may aſſume, and 
eee ee 
ferent would lic hid underneath; 
Ra REED 
* ant world Intereſt would he couched 
theſe Authors, who 
Hiſtory of a Perion after he was dead, 
whom. they acknowledge and declare to have 
n fly crucified, and to have 
at His King — not. of this Mord, 
— 2 having any ſuch Peg. 
5. So that we may proceed in 4 00 
' Place, to conſider the. Confifte: of the Parts, 
| and the Circumſtances of. the l tion. Which 
will bear but very little Controverſy; ; fince who- 
ever will give himſelf the Trouble of 2 
7 pen ee anc Scheme 
1 \ccqu of the Life of 
Jeſus, from his Birth to the Time of his Aſ- 
ne into Heaven, In which, they, deliver 
their | Teftimony without Doubt and Heſitation, 
and yet not wich tan violent Aſeuerations (e); 
and are ſo conſiſtent; with themſelves, as well 
A 
Harmony, : AN they, are 


8 and in ve different Parts 
ae And whoever compares them, 
42 4 eee eee deen, 
46) Hume EG. on Mines. : 91423 U d . 4 2 6 
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| all the reſt of the in - 
decking, that ti Power was pen in Hi 
oo in * 
— tho fon on Gop the Father 


ſelf; and afterwards. © 


RE 


with affirming, har He 46 ts — 
with Gov, and that He wer Go; and that. 
——— Bur thes, 


2 — 
— eTocs. 


pet of St. Jobs more 
myſterious,” than ag, of the 
— TG ting 66-00 . 
chat they either ad- 
| or enuſt do uſeribed 


——— 
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4. ders ie ene — 5 
© Vetacity ff 
e Jewr theraſelyes, 9s well as the City 
e V are u ſtanding and a living Ei- 
denoe; Nhich is, that they contain Prophe>-! 
cy relating to the (a). Diſperſion of the Neue and 
the Deſtruction of the. which 
nues daily to be fulfilled. "The Force of which, 
was attempted to be eluded by the Em 
Julian, who ei mployed the Foneee of the 
| 1 endeayouring to rehuild/the! Temple I 
and replace the Fews in their o.] Land; but, 
was defeated: of his Putpoſes, by the viſible,: 
but ſuperhatural, Eruption of Globes of Fire: 
the Foundations of the Temple, which- 5 
never ceiſed ſcattering Deſtruction about them, 
until the Undertakers deſiſted from their At- 
*. Which is a Matter of Fact, in which | 
is who mention thoſe Times and 
Traiifaftions, "whether. Chriſtian,” zh, . 
Heathen, ünanimouſſy agree in, 0 Gon 3 
Con- 


. (6) HAV thus onlidered 

ſiteney'of the Parts; and: the. | irci | 
of the Hiſtory of thie Eife of Jef, as related” 
by the four Evangeliſts, we come now to the. 
Sh an ron e, 


wel the leaſt, wle 1. 


{Teſtimony s/w © ont 2, 
(ay 2 15,” Mack x, 14 [oY 
p a „Ee. | Wurntas 
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ſo neither would they have WER Inclinations- 
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Friend to Chriſtianity, but a bitter E 


Whoſe Ep iſtles are come down to out Hands, 


kae 


Kkewwyi ſe ſtill extant, in the Bock entitled, _ 


WurnEAsã, if the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity, 
who lived at that Time, when the ls were | 


weitten, had not been ſure, that thoſe: Things 


were really true, as they are ſet dowyn, we may 


be certain that, as they wanted not Abilities,” 


to have them. ' 4 . 
Bor, if the Evidence of thoſe Fortis is 
were bred up in a contrary Opinion, and con- 


tinued to be Adverſaries to Chrifts until 
were advanced in Vears, alt þ after- 
wards convinced of their Errors, may be com- 


„ under the Character of contri y 
25 ; then ſome of che rongeſt C1 


3 for 
of the Truth of the Hiſtory 


er eſe four Evangeliſts, are of this 


Kind: For ofthis Sort were all the ery Gn- 
verts to Chriſtianity : But, in particular; Pall 
of: Tarfus; who cath at firſt not only not a 
it ; perſecuting the Church; and binding and de- 
livering into Priſon bell Men © and iam: 


ing an ä of his Converſion; and the 
of the principal Part of whoſe Life is 


As of the Apoſtles, written by hie 


| Like, whois one of the four Evangeli 3 


Bor, if under the Head of. conrary Te * 1 
monies, thoſe only are to be comp ＋ . 


| who lived and died of a contrary. 
we have 83 to lament the bled of 


e ar, the then Roman 


ment af Judæs. For that) 
in it in an extraor 


cord for the Truth of wh 


was Governor of Judæa, Yeſus was brought in 1 
Judgment | 
EA "And. both. (d)_be and (e) wen, 


N 
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, Which Funtius Pflate ſent. . 
Tranſactions which paſſed during his Cabs 
"was mentioned 
lanner, we have great 
d to believe, from the Works of Juſtin 
ho lived about 100 Years aſter the 
Ac: ſus ; and who appealed to this Re- 
he affirmed in 


Favour of Jeſus, in his Apology for the Chrs/- 
tian Religion, which he (b) icated to the 
Emperor Antoninus, to the Cæſars his Sons, and 


to the whole Senate and of Rome and 
which he delivered in, Howe then an Inhabi- 

tant af that City himſelf. a 
Tur Works, however, SE T: ag Swi: 
and Dion Caſſius, all Heathen Writers, are come 
doun to our Hands, and they T6 that 


_ Circumſtance mentioned | the fo Eo e- 
liſts, of an Order 


Ceſar, that the whole — be ee. 5 
And (c) Tacitus cularly mentions, that in 
"of -'Trberius, pie! Orr Pontius Pilate 


before him, condemned and cru- 


mention the current ing 
that ſome Perſon comin 0 — a 


a n e che Barth, eh, ; 


although they, as well as Yoſephir, as/Lord 


© (by Eufeb: Ecclef. Hiſt. I. iv, c. xi, xii. | (<)\Tacit. | 
Annal. I. xv. ſect. 44. (d) Tacit. * — I. v. (e) Suet. 
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84 AVindication of the Hiſtories LRT. 1 
reigning Roman — 5 
been in — is an undoubted Proof, howy- 
ever, that there was a general Expectation, 
vrhich prevailed about chat Time, of ſome ex- 
traordinary Perſon appearing in Judæa. And 
whence ſhould this Report ariſe ; but from 
the prophetick Writings of the Jews, which 
gave them Expectations of the coming of the 
| Meſſiah about that Time, whom they, as well 
as the afore-mentioned Hiſtorians, at firſt, 
falſely underſtood to be a temporal Prince, and 
a triumphant worldly Hero? # +- 8h 
Ap I think I may venture to affirm, that 
where any Heathen Writers have mentioned 
any of the Particulars which are recorded by 
the four Evangeliſts, inſtead of contradicting 
them; they always confirm their Teſtimony. 
Bur, it is not to be wondered at, if many 
Inſtances are not to.be produced of this Nature: 
Firſt, becauſe there were few or no Hiſtorians 
- who lived i cen where theſe Tranſactions 
— 2 nd ſecondly, becauſe the Actions 
performed by Jeſus are not ſuch, as are the 
p Subjects of Hiſtory; which concerns 
itſelf more with Politicks, than Religion. But 
where the Subject of any of the prophane 
Hiſtorians hath led them to treat about thoſe 
Affairs which referred to the Hiſtory of Jeſus, 
there we always find a remarkable Na 
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tion of the Veracity of theſe four Evangeliſts, 


(8) Lett. iii. p. 9 171. 
 _.._ without 


Let: of the Old and Nem Teſtament. $ 


| without any one Inſtance. that I om: ever yet 
Ber Cells Juban, Porplyry, and Het, 
EEx Julian, Pe * 1erocles, 
who were all not only Fami but profeſſed 
Enemies of Chti „ucknowledge the 
Matters of Fact, and allow! the Miracles re - 
corded of Jeſius ta have been performied ;-but 
Power — em to have been done by the 
Go. and aſcribe them to the Power 
nigra Arco od; dw. oats ai nimue 

hs > thus bating be through the Six Cri- 
org air tae: fixed * ener 
ef Probability „and having ſhewn, 
that the Number of our Witneſſes is ſuch, 
as hath been thought ſufficient, in all Ages, 
to determine our Aſſent, even in the Courts 
of Judicature; chat their having ſuffered Per- 
ſecution and Death rather than retract their 
Aſſertions, is /a. ſufficient Proof of their Inte- 
grity; that they had Sk:// equal to their Un- 
dertaking, which was only to relate Matters 
of Fact; that the Defgn of theſe Authors 
2 ee e 3 Fer Poſe 
5 r gainin T reoy's 
that Hog Parts, —_ — 8 of 
their Relation, were all conſiſtent together, 
and concurred in on the general 
Scheme of a. Meſſiah; chat no — 
Teſtimamet can be produced, but what rather 
tend to prove that Jeu was that Meſiab; 1 
think we may, in the Words of Mr. (h) Locke; 


h) Lacke of Hum. Und. I. iv. c. xvi, 
32S | | F 3 alſo 
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alſo aſſert, that where all theſe concur in 
the Proof of any one Thing, there J 
4 bilit upon ſuch Graunds carries ſo mbch = 
Evidence with it, that it naturally deter- 
mines the Judgment, and leaves us as little 
1. Liberty to believe or diſbelie ve, as a De. 
monſtratior does whether we will know, or 
; « be! tie aysd Gt £204,400 vlao 

t che only uuy which ſeems tb 
. which muſt indeed -be:ackfiow- 
ledged a8 4 Thing at firſt Sight td be wondered 
at, that if thaſe 


hadi be doubted, How 
that (the'Zowi; who Went 


— ay in — faden; 
ſull Expectation of tho Cond ef:theis 
fiab, ſhould not mort univetſally, than they 
did, acknowledge the Completion of theſe Pro- 
| in the Perſon of , The Reaſon; 

ever, is not very difficult to aſſign; i we 
; do but conſider the - ſtrong Impreſſion which | 

the Thoughts of à triumphaut Mtſiab, in the 
Form of an, heroick and evans. Prince, had 
7 R 


| — of thoſe Dikfculties that every one Trieets 
with in his Attempt to make Converts from 


(i) Luke ii. 38. * | 


any 


ars true, aud that the) 1 
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ken, neden ue sbs 2 
any one Religion to another; eſpecially to a 


8 


Religion, which required the Mortification of 
their Panos, ther ülltting their worldly In- 
tereſts, abd which to re- 


Unquiſh! thoſs 8 in ay 
been bred up fromm their Infaney :*-Which, 


whoever" tries, will find very difficutr'to bring 


the moſt abſurd Doctrines of Po 


theniſm, or NE dans 4300) mD 
ben Acker Gen ih his Pit. 


enſati CA Mankind, dis willing to afford 
them a reaſonable Degree of Conviction, ſuch 


yet ö | : gation of 
Trath' 8 Lach be 15 plein, ki arty one Branch 
of Knowledge,' as te ſtrike- the indolent and 


Aſſent of the pre 
cauſe, this would: "Take '; 
Merit of an imp. 


* Bnqiary, and —— 


ments. © And for this? — 17 19 
was pleaſed to * the Comiig of 


Meflah, in ſuch a Manner, as that Men 2 4 
| rejudiond Mirids, whoſe" Affections were 
not tied to this World, 1 ht Kno- him and 


diſtinguiſh him from all Ft 
uence believe in him, when he did come: 


ut that Men of worldly Minds, and perverſe 
Paſſions, might yet have Room to meet with 


5 ir and believe a Lie. Toat none 


11 


; #nd of Con- 


ha - 


about; even with thoſ& Who are"edvcated-in | 
be Hed- 


as is duke ts) prevail wich Men of — 


uninquiſttive; Pop! "6 — and — . — 


all Claith and title is Rewards and Hs | 


s +AKindication of thebiifeic Law d. 
of the Wicked ſhould under, and it, but that the 
Li ſhould underſtand i 22 3 | 


_ And hence it came to paſs, that although 
the coming of Jeſus as the Mz 


Rab, in fo mean 
a Character as that of k. Carpenter's Son, and 
who was afterwards crucified, was acknow- 
ledged by Anna and Simeon, and ſome illite- 
rate Fiſhermen, it was yet a Stumbling” Rieck 
to the Jews, and to the Greeks Fooliſbneſs. -. 
ſeemed a Contradiction in Terms, to 3 ; 
worldly Minds, and who valued themſelves 
for their worldly Wiſdom, to fuppoſe a De- 
ny Og: be n 3 TL a Redo 
put to aw no Slavery in Sin; 
— therefore thought of no — from 
thence; nor of any Redemption from the Power 
of the Grave. T hey deſired no Exempt 
but from the Roman abe no Triump but 
over worldly Enemies; and no Victory but 
over Armies they oppoſed them. They never 
conſidered that they were greater Slaves to 
their own Paſſions, than they were to the Ro- 
man Senate; that. Death and Hell were the 

worſt of Enemies; and the Devil a en 


Tyrant than Geſar. - | 

And now havin Dann L 1 
ſhip, 1 ſhall releaſe you for the preſent 3 and 
ſhall in my next endeavour to vindicate the 


- the en eee e 
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mar nag. : Viſcount; are, 


A together, as they now\ſtatd-in the Penta: 
* tęeuch, even from the Time of Moſes, down 
« to, that of. B/&res (a). And: that with 
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; LING in a former Letter gone chroꝰ 
| D 
New Tetament, I. ſhall, 3 to'vindicate 
2 P the Ola. Teſtament, che 


chief Objectious that are raiſed 
3 
were fur from being blended 


* ay BC ADE SINN 7 12212 
me Kang goe Lee ee ee 


Regard to Parts of the Canon 6F the 
1 Seriptures, « jt is doubtful who werte 
7 „Danes theſe Scriptures, 7 


* darin W n bow: —.— 
« Sixing tha Du it, are all Matters of Con- 
* troverly to this Day (b), That Phib and 


1 his own Death and Sepulchre (c).” And 
a) Lett, ii. I 0 P, "_ (c) P. 102. 
* 90. ( ) 


- 


8 his Lordſhip further obſerves, that 
the Jews © rely. 
'_ y the Canon of their Scriptures, but 

« deemed by them of — r and 
Authority. Thus, Dapiel, 
* HSA an 4 acc Hin . i 
« were Members at ends ime of the 
« great Syn e, which be finiſhed 
« the 3 the Old 1 under 
the P y of B Tags "This E 


«the Prophet Maldchi. Darias,. the 
. wa ery 


4 was Abaſuerus, and he Was the ſame" 


4 whom —— „ Phis, Ae he: 
| * | formed on — — | ap 


, -inſufficient' Lights, an A their Pra: 
<, ditions, which afford — 1 — J2? As 


for the Traditions of th 


| Filall he's far 


ing bad»Okivholbgers) and that "they. con- 
found both Names and Times. But What i: is 
8 The Books chetnſelves 
p a ris | ak S 


ripture hpi 

ret Aerie for iber 

6 as ate" Heft 

ooo; - a woe wk | been ei 
9 22 © der by Dr. det 
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the utmoſt Clare! in khe 
Holies.” And wih bor n 
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e 5 
Book of Deuteronomy, as the nob 
count-obſerves, but the two! laſt Chapters 
. 1 45 and the nine laſt Verſes 2 
Chapter, wherein there is an Account'of the 
Advice which Moſes gave the Herten un 
the ag which he prophetically gave 

Nee 
rein and which, as Lord Baling brat remarks 
eee eh Datirat 
of Moſes, together with a kind of funera _ 


c, which it is more than probable, 7 

might have added to the End of the Is 

of Moſes ; at the ſame Time that he wrote the 
4 ls of his own; Tranſactjons, and in- 
2 at wy ok of the Law of GOD((f); 

2. that the Bog of fe Rar at GD Lt NA 
ps Pe rt Fe and Io 
Ke oh ole Book of Dow 
The Words el 


mn h oo err 
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AS f actually d and before- hi 
a Peat ben of kink a veg des an 
buried, and that no one knew where it 
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| 
were written by Moſes; for in the ſirſt Verſe 
Moſes is called a Man of GOD,. which is far. 
from the Style in which he uſed to ſpeak of 
N He is likewiſe, Ver. 5, of, 
being: King in Teſourun or Jjrael,. which 

5 4 Ti e that he never gave to himſelf, od 
more than he did the former one. 
SS 
it may be obje rom this x- 
*. if this Addition. could not have 

n made to. the Works of Moſes, until ſome 
Time after the Title of Ki been given 


to the Rulers in Vue; and ereſore muſt be 


deferred to the Times of Saul at leaſt. But 
in Anſwer to it hould be obſeryed, that . 
although the Title of King was not a regular 
and conſtant Title given to the chief Rulers in 
Irael until the Time of Saul, yet that it was 


(h) Philo, lib. iii. oy I <0 Joſ. Ant. 
ld. iv. c. 8. | I | 
a Title | 
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dentally 

Thus, — — Ae ene ſpeaking 
of. the Princes; or Commanders, or Dukes of 
the) Houſe of Eſau, as he generally calls them, 
ſays, Tbbeſc are the Kincs thut 'n ine 
ary Edom, before there reigned any Kine 
Children fy 9 — Far 1 
fore the Time of Moſes 
Fudges, the re arr of J i 
Commander in Chief; rs. ous Tribe ws 
— its own Head, and thoſe Heads were 
| .< ntude to the. Kyla. Taſl-maſters; 
fo as ſoon as they had one Commander in 
Chief, then the Title of King was ſometimes 
applied to that Commander, as in the Caſe 
before us; which Title, though I do not ap- 
n e 

yet might have been gien to him 
Succeſſor Joſbus,; as it an t 
of thoſe Judges ho were the — 
For that thoſe Commanders in Chief 
of dhe Armies of 1jrael, who were ſometimes 
called Judges, were alſo called Kings, is mani- 
feſt from hence. Becauſe, in ſeveral of the 
3 — ux. 
| of Judges, as coming to paſ: the Inter- 
reenum of the 7 Judge * — Au of that 
Book. ſpeaking of ole Lan dens, days, in 
more Places than one, that they came to paſt 
when-there was no King in Iſrael (m). That is, 
during the Interregnum between the Reign of 
0. Gen. xxxvi, * (m) Judges xvii, 6. ew a 7 


xix. 1. xi. 25. the 


Years t 
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2 9 "ran —— %; d ron: 
Haun thus diſcovered who were the Au- 


Publi noe thei Time. For as 
theſe were the Laws by which Plena an Pia 
and all Matters of Contrvuer, Deut. xvii. 8. 

between Man and Man, were to be regu- 
lated ; and'by:which the Civil, as well as the 
Eccleſiaſtical State of the Fews was to be go- 


— tht; And, —— —— 
others, it was that the. Prieſts: were Gu. | 
manded to)teach the Children of Iirael al e 
—_——  — — — — 


by the Hund of - s, I. ele $1595 
Ap in Order t bene 00 exablerhems 2s 
do this, the Maelites during their long Leiſure 


in the Wilderneſs of Nadgſb. for near _ 5 

ther, ſeem in all Probability to 
been employed in amuſing — | 
learning to write and read and probably were 


* Authors of thoſe numerous gs 


5 


* There is! a ente of theſe Writings in 


an _— Journal to n. rr now in "wp Poffe(- 
* 44 X Eil | + "&- ; +a 3% > (Hoa, 


* -4Þ 


tains of Mokatab, — written Mountains t6 


tint Pacha | „ And >> the: 


in a Pes where chers is neither 


MH 
rx 


JH 


Letter ben de Bidap of Cy tot: Sock of A 
quaries. jo 


(0) Deut. vi. 9. xi. 20. (p) Ibid, . 34." 


% 


ve" 
a. FP 
gy _ 


ary ET a7 


2 


i- 


were ordered 


it is manife A e eee 
e 
for Example, when the Prieſts, 
Aaron are cominanded' to teach the Childrett of 
Iſrael, all the Statutes which the 'Lonp'bad 
ans” ew. 25 "he Hakd of Moles (of 
omma certainly extends to all 

, which it 


which ola to "the Sactifices 6f: Aion 
which every particular Perſon was obliged” to 


offer, for their Purification, or for the For- 


ee eee or which related to the 
uct between Man and Wiſe, or between 
Father and Son, or between Man and Man, 


are ly. "interſperſed through all the 
Books Filer as the Oecations n hich they 


gave Riſe to them; therefore, 
it was neceflary that the Prieſts, who were to 
ſhould have Copies of the 
Copies, though we may 
e numerous, one at leaſt 
ade (5 Rave dere ged, if not in.every City, 
77 * every head City of each Tribe, And 
1 des all this, dhe ordered. thas, un tte Ead 
ſeven Years, in the of dhe 
Releale, in the Feaſt. of Taber 
he ſhould: read theſe Laws before 


W m 


0 Lal . 1 00 Deut l. 9,11 * 
| G well 
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well as the Prieſts, ſhould be acquainted wich 
the Tenor of thoſe Laws, by whict hoy wand. 
tor their Conduct. 

An p as theſe Laws of Moſes were the Rule 
by. which the Elders and Judges of the ſeve- 
= Cities were to. diſtribute Juſtice, between 


Man and Man (s), therefore it was neceſſaty 
that the Lay- -Magiſtrates ſhould. have -Copies 


of theſe Laws as well as the Prieſts, in ** * 
be:able to regulate. their Adminiſtration ther 

by. And as the ſupreme Court of — 
ture, for the whole Kingdom oh Jag came; 
at . 0 — eur, ee, 34 hare Bag. 
Diſpu 7 5 1 O 
— ch City. 9 54 Ct Oy » ally 5 be de- 
2 1 there i it was r neceſ. 


of the, Law. at leaſt, 
ought conſtantly to have bee 
that, not che one. which. was lodged. in. the 
Ark in the Holy of Holies; by one that, 
could be daily D 2100 ee ny F. 
For as the, High n 
5 D A de = 


aul only — conſulted. — 2 
— 3 2 Occaſions, would be inſu 
for the common Purpoſes of Life. 
1 ö it is nmel that, i in > the 


8 Deut. xix. 12. 88 xxii. 17. xxv. 8. 1 


t) Ibid. xvii. 9, = 
009 9, T1 gt 
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Un — ſtar 


the Law: before-thern, / whe 56 whats 
their Conduct. And in 45 y r of 


Solomon, when the Temple was firſt built and 
dedicated: to God, and the numerous” Cere- 
monies which attended the Practioe of Saeri- 
 fices were then regulated, it is certain, that 
the officiating Prieſts muſt have had the Books 
of the Law daily before their Eyed. Which 
2 conſtant Practice might in à little Time 
render eaſy and habitual z and in Proceſs of 
Time, might render them careleſs arid negli- 
gent in the Performance of. And accord. 
ingly we find, towards the latter End of the 
Reign of Salmen, when his Heart grew cor- 
rupt, and was turned from the Gop of Nuel | 

and he kept not that which the Lonp com- 


manded, but burnt Incenſe, and factificed b 


frye Gods. that the Laws of Mes were 
as ſtrictly obſerved, either by King, 
Prieſts or People, as they ought to have been. 
And though it is mentioned, that in" the 
Days of King 44% who enge de the Throne 
«XX about 20 Years after the Death of 
that for a long Seaſon ue had dern 
without the true God, and without a teaching 
Prieft, and without Law (u); does not this 
manifeſtly ſhew,' that formei 
teaching Prieſts among t 
cording to the Directions 
taught the Children of Ifrael all -rhe Statutes 


rm mins 25 
given by Mets) had 


ico A Vandication of the Hiſtories LE r. l 
Hand of Moſes, and who muſt therefore have 
had Copies of this Law in their Cuſtody, in 
order to be able alſo to read them all over, 
once every ſeven Vears, at the Feaſt of Ta. 
bernacles, - before all Iſrael in their Hearing? 
AND although it is mentioned, that at -this 
Time, in the Days of Aſa, they were witlbun 
Law, yet it is manifeſt that the Books of the 
Law of Moſes were not loft, notwithſtanding 
the Precepts contained in them had not been 
duly obſerved ; as appears from the Conduct 
of his Son and Succeſſor: Zeboſaphat, who in 
the third Year of his Reign ſent to tis Prince 
Zo teach in the Cities of Judah ; and with them 
be ſent Levites and Priefts; and they taught in 
Judah, and HAD TE BOOK OF TEE 
LAW = at ge the with of Judah, 
went t Cities 0 
and taught the Pebple (W). 9 Jo 
An p indeed, though: it-is Ab 
ine that in a Succeſſion of Princes, of which 
ſome were good and ſome bad, the Laws pre- 
ſeribed in the Books of Meſes, would be ſome- 
times more punctually obſerved, and fome- 
times leſs; yet it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
while this Court of the Sanbedrim was permit- 
ted to fit in Feruſalem, in which the civil Pro- 


of the Subject was regulated according 

8 Laws of Moſes, they | could ever be 

2 of the Law at leaſt. And 

accordingly we find in the Days of 

zekiab, King of Judab, that when 
(w) * 0 17. 19. 


Hes 


* 
1 


— 
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it. into the Heart of the King, to do that 
which was right in the Sight of the Lonp; 
and to repair and cleanſe t Temple, and to 
Mfy anew all Veſſels which King — 
in bis Reign did c. Moy) in ble u 
&c."(x);"+ 255 Sin- Offering, and the Seerifices 
that were then offered upon this Occaſion, 
were en conformable to the Rules 
ſcribed” by Nees in the Book of Lal 
whence it i manifeſt they then had by dem 
2 Copy of that Book to refer to. YE tub 
. AnD when they were cleanſing and Sand- 
fing the Temple, it is further obſeryed; 
Hezekiah-the King and the Princes; cum 
manded-' the Levitet to fing Pruiſes unto be. 
Lonp, with the Words of David, ad | 
1 ). Whence it appears, that the 
r David and eau Time 
* t. Repute, were made 
er, but whether as a Part of 
the Canon ef Scripture, cannot be inferred” | 
from hence. However, as the Pr | 
flouriſhed in the Reign of Heze this ac- 
ny Alluſions there are in the 
Prophecies of . rophet, to the Pſalms of 
David. But wits ins hoe: Games Mims; that 


the P ecies of "Iſaiah could not then have 
been inſerted into the Canon · of Scripture, nor 
indeed in all Proba until ſome Time af- 


ter his Death, when the fulfilling of his Pro- 
phecies had thoroughly. eſtabliſhed wy Oy 
tacter as a Prophet. . be 
0 2 Chron. * 00 n % 
3- 


If 


he ſent te Il Nef and 
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I is further alſo obſerved of Mali 


8 udab, anc wrore 
ters to Ephraim * 
Paſſover unto the Lonn of 
given ſor which is, Becauſe they 5 
it of a long Time, tn ſuch Sort. 6s. 17 
ten (z). Whence it is manifeſt, that 
La of gs ſar mT 2 
w ofes, ta re 
ing the Paſſover. And 1 
rhe more fully declared that = 
Wein RR 
FL 15 in the Burni. 
Offerings» ind tbe Houſe f the Lord: | And 
Aeod in their Place after therr Manner, 
' ACCORDING ro TH LAW or Mſes, Tu 
Mam or GOD (a). Whence it is apparent, 
that the Prieſts and Levites had then a-Copy 


EN WA 


— Prat 15 F17 S pit vo : 12 600 


5. FLASH "Was: the 
g. al. 


; though be di Evil jaithe 88 bf the Loan, 
after the Abomination of the Hesthen, an 
built Altars for all the Hoſt: of Heaven; in 
the two Courts of the Houſe of the Los (b) 
and although his Son Ami did alſo that which 
was Evil in the Sight of the Lon p, | as his Fa- 
ther Monaſh dd (e); yet even. theniwas * 


ow) e 
5 TREE I, &c. 


* A A. Me — —— R 


. 


a 1 


8 TR 2 8 Es 


Bebe the' Land and the Holife, of the kalle 
he ſent an tlie Scribe, and Maa- 


fab the Gvvertior of the City And Foab the 
tobe” to the*Houle of is D 
And Hab ub Hi Pri found a Book. : 


| the Law of he Lond: given Moſes, In 7 
He of ibe Lox.” And Fi delivered 
che Book'ts Shapha „ arid Shaphan carried the 4 
güde es thgeths e wi | 
n eller 25 
Feriſalem. And the went TN the 

Fro WF FOR, and All the Meg of Ti. 
| Iphabitants of Jeruſalew, and = 
— reed d e Levites, an All the Pegp 9 

great aid ffnall; and 5 e ther? Bart 

the Words 'of the Boo of 


was A 5 Ten e Bae vas but 
about, twelve Tears, and from thence" to the 
„ Was ſeventy” more, 

5 * King of Perfia, in the firſt Year 
| eign, he Had had ſubdued aft Perjia, 
being ned up by the Lox RD, made Proclama- - 


3 33. 7 le) Ser Enck. i. 2. 


_—” If o- tion 
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tion throu hout his Kingdom, an put.« ol 
1 writin , ſaying, Thus faith Cyrus 22% 
2 Lord Gop of Heaven hath giver 
40 oh the Kingdoms of the Earth, ane" 
hath charged me to build him. an Ho 

eruſalem, Who is there among you of 

People? His Gop be with him, od 


Jet 1 


to Jeruſalem, which is in dah. — 
bone ae 


| the Houſe of the Loxn Gop of 1 
which is in Jeruſalem, And when the ſeven 
Month was come, and the Children of 


Son cf Fozadak, and. his B 


Brethren, and 'builded the 5 

Gop of Jrach to offer B 

as written. i «the 19M. 

Gop (f). nce 

Jeu then, bad 2 2 
oſſeſſion, wh * 4 J broug 

back from ;bylon, to fallen., de 185 
Bor as the Octe r iſſued by Cyras for 


rebuilding of SFeruſakm, was not comp 


but was only, a Permiſſion for ſuch to return 
to Tudza, 'as were ' themſelyes:inclined 1 
muſt be ſuppoſed, that many out. of Age and 
Infirmity, many out of Indalence or Poverty, 
and many from other A ttachrpents,; would ſtay | 


behind, at leaſt; until they 75 were, informed how 
the Wark had ſueceeded, 1 
Conveniencies prepared. he? 


ſo we : find accordingly, that] Numbers o them 3 


198 4. 3 * ; 


n . „ 


©} 


th 
Iſrael 
were in the Cities, then ſtood up 1 p. che 
and Zerubbabel, the Son. of Sabi, and his 
of 4 5 LORE 


and that there am" ? 


ons go DU:MRSS<CSSMYIESEWNDSPESSFERTELSHP IT 


Of 1 Na 5 | | 


and 2 => 
ſaid behind in Pena; and, as" Adverſity is 
the Mother of Devotion theſe ware ſfounched”- 
—_— me ay, 3 the Laws 7 — Ut 
— — Obedienc ala - 
Laws, which when in their prone! 9 — | 
and in Froſperityi they had fo often — —— 
and trampled under Foot; and-accordingly we- 
find, in the Reign of e 
who cam̃e to . Nee Pots many = A 
five Years after the Order. iflued by Cyrus, that 
Haman made Uſe of this Attachment 6f the 
Jeus to their on Laws, as as an 14 . 
againſt them to the King, ſaying, that — 
is A certain People featterid abroad,” and tif 
perſed, 2 People in all the Provinces of 6 
| ahm, and their: Lows are diverſe from 
ap: \ ntithetr kagp they the King's Laws (g). 
Whenet it is manifeſt that the remaining eur 
who ſtaiti i behind in Pena, muſt alſo have 


127. II N the Ol, 


kept. ſome Copies of che Laws of ge, 
whereby. to * er Conduct, "after the 
PT. 28 this 


qutedby tip 
of Queen Biber 3 1 _— had andther n 
was, made, F inyeh about the ' 
Time, by'ithE Samaritans' agai 

wh Pm gnargy hg: in wm. Jr 


TP (o dus in f | 
| * ph "Ta 


> 22 — 
S 

Diviſions, and —— — 
the Service oſ Go, which is at 


es (K) Whence it is nmmiſeſt. that the m 


mon King of Perf, 5 8 was a rudy 


0 
7 A © 
— 


der, — 5. oh — cole; and tut the a 


0 Torr of the R n of. Davies Nes 


4 N g he 
5 bring: laid before — 


ding to the Writing f the Bl of No- 


at Jer iſalem had then fle ende 


Nang ow 


Scribe in the Law of Moſes, 'zobich; the” Lord 
Fin cf gw 1 obtained 4 Derree 
they of the le of 
and Levites, in the 


ne 


1 n minded of their own free 
ee e e dee, might” 0 Yong 


Tx) Thid. 
with 


- (b) Ezra iv. 6. "OT A 


YC. 10 vi. 18. 


ler-. of the Ol are Teſtament. 167 
Vith him? And; faysthe Decree, fora muck 
2 thou art ſent of the King; 


and ot im ſeven | 


Gov 
G. ft vn 


ing,” ons at 
| — - and another at 72 
ing of Zeruldabel and his C | 
I sx about twelve Years after which 
tion by Bara, Nehemiah,” who was Cup- 
bearer (m) to Artarer di was in the twen- 
_ ticth'Year-of his Reign made Tian n), 
or Governor of Juen, and heing come to 
„ he, -with. Eara the Seribe had the 
Law of 'Mofer publickly read and 
ple; And en the 
"On Month, When the 
— bf o the wh Book of the Law = | 
been finiſhed, the Children of au were aſ⸗ 
| ſembled with Faſting, and the Levites preach- 
ed unto them; and what is remarkable is this,” 
that in the Sermbn, which is rechrded, as be- 
ing made upon this Occaſion, Mere ure Re- 
ference t of Genefis; for it men- 
tions the Creation of the World by Gop; 3 
the Vocation of Arubum from Ur of the 
dert; and the Covenant that- was” made with 
him to give him the Land of the 2 
& (o). Whence * is manifeſt, that at chat 
0 Lacs en. —14. lm) Nehem. i. TA © > 
; Song viii. 9. (e) Ihid. ix. 6,7, 6. | 


Time, 
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Time, the Book of Genefis was confidered * | 


the Book, which at thet- Tine. wen dinke*- 
the Denomination of the Book of the Law of 


a Part of the Book of the Law of: Moſes: 
that, I think it very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, chat 


Mes, or the Book of the Law of. Gon, 


comprehended not only the Law, but all the 
Books of Moſes, as well as the Book of Jo 


the Tranſactions in which, Tofua 


{elf declares he bad written in ch Book of the: 


Law of Gop (p). 


e 


Teſtament, which are now comprehended in 


the Canon of the Jewiſb Scriptures, I think 


the Probability is, that, although they might 


have been in Eſteem, they were not gathered 


Jewiſi Church under the Conduct of Ezra 


and Nebemiab; for as to the Book of Fuugec, 


as that is a continued Hiſt of the judges of 
1/rael, from the Death of to the Death 
therefore, it muſt 9 | 


= Mime after that Event; and 


the eighth Vear of King David,” 
22 q) 3 en 


thereſore the r 


mor by Samuel. N 5 VI Al iff 

* 36:19 4 81 21 1 20 105 "© 

(e) Joſh xxiv. 22% ee. „ a ©d 
"7 Jude, l T > ul id (=) 


acaiT | | Tar | 


together, and eſtabliſhed as a Canon, until 
about this Time of the Reſtauration of the 


nnn e , . FE EE 


oof the Book of. a fayk that, the. je- 


red wp Jerufitom 6 1h1s Day) And 
that * . com- | 


a x. Yom om. oe os. 


| Tun bat m is an ry of ſome 
| TranſaQtionsirelating to the Family of Dawg, 
men afier the Binh, of Dauid, becauſe that 


"is,) that it was written not- long after 
his ach, and probably by Samuel on his be- 
ing ſent to anoint 
et a Stripling. and before. he bad dans: en 
Thing that was remarkable (t. 
Tur Books of Samuel are of more uncer- 
tain Authority, the firſt Book of Which was, 


however, probably written by Samuel, becauſe | 


he. mentions. himſelf as being a Writer of 


while David was 


nſtance is mentioned in it (s). But as 
it does not proceed to mention any Thing o 
Hiſtory, therefore the P „ 


Books (u), which he may have compoſed ſo 


| * op comes towards the Time of his 


Death; and after that, it may have been con- 
tinued by his Diſciples 3 at Naiarb 
in Ramah (w)z as the Books of TIN 


by Toſbua. -. | py hg 8 1. . 
Tur Books 


thors, — are not original Hiſtories, but may. 


f gies, noi —— Exiratis of Hi. 
117 not Ebene ). They bring damn the 
Hiſtory of the Kings of Judab and Jjrael,'ta 


* Kings 8 are un- 
doubtedly Collections made; out of other Au- 


jr je N Bolingbroke, be called Extras 
ne, 


' 


the. Time of the Babylaniſo — 


therefore could not have been en until 


(e) Ruth iv. 7, 21. (t) 1 Sam. Avi. x; 1 
l 29. che age 0 
x) Lett. iti. p. 102. 


— Chronicles refer 5 . 
| one another, it is more than probable; 


they were either written by -E2r@ or Net 


Wh, 
— — a0 hure been hs Colletoruct 


all: thoſe Propheſies which : paſs under the 
Names of the ſeveral Prophets whoſe Names 
they bear, from Iſaiab to Malachi ; and which 
AA Ne 
Time of the Captivity;  - -- 

Tur Bock of Pſalms is a Collection of ſuch 


Plalms' of Rage David, A o before ad 
at che Time of the Babylon; 


the X 
| -aptivity, which 
1 Books of Fob, Pro- 
uerbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Canti gathered to- 
ö by Ezra and Nebemiab, and inſerted 
Ca of the Fewyſo Scriptures (z). 
Nelemiab was the laſt Tiyſbatbha, or Gover- 
Perf that was expreſly 0 Peper” 
er, ny" preſide in eru 3 er His 
Det, Judæa, yes — Præfecturt 
of Sis, was ſubjected to the Rulers of that 
Province; and don the AafreXla 
of all publick Affairs, both civil and eccleſtaſti- 
cal, was committed to the High-Friek ; which 


made that Office much more coveted than it 
uſed to be, and fornetimes- tempted : thoſe to 


invade it, ho were in no Means qualified for 


© (9) S 2 Nlae k. 13. (2) 14 ibid, 
R 


N 19 
5s te * 


Nr 


ſent by the Kings of 


© Ogg my o 1 2882. my 
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dee the: Fea Religion. For the 
For ; 

High-Prieſt being nom engaged, as: a Adis 
ral Magiſtrate, in the Conduct of the 
of Government, the Thoughts about Reli 
gave Way to thoſe of Politicks, by which 
— — Fallen | 
ed to take Root, — — in a Garden 
that is neglected encreaſed and gained 
Ground to that Degree, before the Time oß 
our Saviour's - into the World, as 74 
render the Ward :Gop of none Efed (a): 
HowEvkR, v Alexander the Great had 
defeated Darius (uumammm at the Battle _ 
Nu, and, after the Deſtruction of Tyre 
arching towards widr — 
to puniſh:the Diſobedience of the 7 
had refuſed to ſubmit to him while: Darius 
was alive, faddus or R 
having cloathed himſelf-in — — 


and vt 2 Ame re in their proper Habits. 
and the 8 
af the 


City to meet — approaching Con- 
queror. Which bad ſuch an Effect on the 
angry Monarch, that ä was: im- 
mediately turned into 2 :Veneration,; 

and being conducted into Jeruſalem, he offcred 
Sacriſices ta Gon in the where 
Jn” having: conducted him, -ſhewed him 


the Prophedicg of \ D@pid, xclatigg to the 


© 22h ee Mathur" h, + ee 2 e 
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who 


_ * en 
Overthrow of the Peyfick 


as Em br 


cian King. Whence it is manifeſt, that at i 


that Time the P of Daniel were 
ſerved in the Temple, . the Canon 


* r in Proceſs.of Tine!" chi We 


105 Years after this, Antiochus Epiphumm 


having, for the ſake of the Riches that were 
in the Temple of Jerigſalem, broke his Faith 
with the Jews, and ſpoiled the Temple, he 


Pain of Death; and cauſed the ſacred Books 
to be torn or burnt, or otherwiſe A e 
| wherever they were found (b). 
 }NoTWITHSTANDING all dels it is aig 
nifeſt, that the Books of the Law were not even 
loſt at that Time, but were preſerved: by the 
Care and Firmneſs of the Famil of the Mac- 


cabees, who aſſembled the Children of _ 


together at Mapa over · againſt Feruſalem ; 
. 
aſore- time in Mul. Then they faſted that 
Day, and put on Sackcloth, and caſt Aſhes 
——ů ———ů — — 
laid open the Books of the Law, for the which 
the Heathens had made diligent Search, that 
chey mig e paint in ther the Likeneſs of ther 


commanded the Jeus to forſake the Law, upon 
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Ouerthrow of: the Pasa Emplre true | 


ſerved in the Temple, as a Part of the Canon 


| of the holy Scriptures, e er 


| loſt at that Time, but were preſerved 
| Cree and/Firmincls of che-Factill of the 


in Maß was the Place where they prayed 
— wer Then they faſted that 


Day, and put on Sackcloth, and caſt Aſbes 


s * * 12 2 7 
F #4 # >< IF * 4 . 


cian King. MWhence irs — 


—— Tine; i 
161 Years after this, Antiochus Epiphanes 
for the ſake of the Riches that were. 


in the Temple of Jeruſalem,” broke his Faith 
with the Jews, and ſpoiled the Temple, he 
commanded the Feros to forſake the Law, upon 


Pain of Death; and ee prophand, Books 
to be torn or burnt, or otherwiſe 
wherever they were found (b). 

 }NoTwWITHSTANDING all which, it is ma- 
nifeſt, thar the Boks of he ken were, not even 


- x4 


cabees, who aſſembled the Children of Tad 
togetheriat Map/q over · agninſt Jeruſalem; for 


ES rar nr mor 


2 


Ms 2 x 5 
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hat Rang 1 . 


« Sites this Authority, 10 the. particular, Parts 
* 97 2. t is, e -A 


e * 
ng pe Lende Fa a 


(4) 2 Mac. i. 14. le) Lett. iii. p. 94. 
8 % r f 4 «4 oi | 
e a; Teſta- 


icatro of the tee, — 


and borro — — — 
look upon + oa Old and New Teſtament to be 
Mae che twa Sides of an Arch, which mutuaſly 
aid and ſupport one another. I allow that the 
firſt publiſhing of the Words of a Prophecy, 
Where, as Lord Boling broke obſerves, fe N- 
ration is befe before the Fatt (6), is indeed no Pier 
of divine Inſpiration, although the fulfilling 
of it is; however, when any Prophecy id 
onoe fulfilled, the Publication and the Com- 
—— mutually "Ab vince: che 
2 other. But, as I have 
already gi this Piece of Advanee- ground, 
Till not now reſume it; but mall be ebntent 
[to take whatever his nr is X60 al- 
oy uod das actipio; I ſhall the te con- 
ent alt at present wich this Cor ö 
that — a of che New Teltathent 
— Amor do thoſe'Parti- 
onkice in this 


im i tea 

1 "And if 0 then | 
the Proof which I have made of 
e e ofthe New Toni, 
N — . the whole C f | the 


z e Scriptures, - as chen eſtabliſhed in we 


Church when Je brit was u 

—— appeated ge bon gen 
| r. The Books of B, the 
> ern nn 


i) Lett. II. p. 49. N 5 ; 


P 
* * v 
* ; 
M 7 : . 


| Mar. Kii. 26. e 5 199. 


= — Andy indeed; if the 
or the Books of | Mofes alone, had been 
mentioned, it would have been ſuſſicient to 

have proved the divine Authority of the 
Jewiſb Religion, as the reſt: of the Canon may, 
if his Lordſhip: pleaſes; be only:confidered as 
e ee 
8 3 ne £14903 1 {hot 

- Bbw bis Londip-makera) DiltinAion be- 
enen 4e Degrees of Cre y-that are t0 
be given to the Law and the in the 
Books of Moſes, and fays, that it would not 
< be hard to thew, upon great Inducements 
33 chat the Law and the Hi- 
was far from being blended together 
4 35 now. Rand in the Pentateuch, even 
« from the Time of Moſes — — = 
 «. Bfdras or Ezra (h)., But, with 'humble | 
dubmiſfion to his Lordſhip's great Learning} 
tuak it would ba hard to ner if his Hund. 


not mean cher dete have been en n 
locations of Paſſages, and ſome Parts that have 
been miſlaid aud loſt, which are of no great 

Momand to the whole; which muſt be ac- 
knowledged'to have happened w this very an- 

cient Perfoxmance, - without = "the 

Veracity of what is leſ . 

Fon let us ſee the Force of . 

when applied to ſome ient profane Author: 
g) Luke xvi. 29. xx. 42. Aale. 44 „e 45: 


9 — | FE a - | * 


, 


_ A Vindication «of the Biftrin Lei, | 


As for E to Hamer. The firſt» As 
counts that we — of his Works, are, that 
they were collected by when he 
failed into Ala, at leaſt fi Fears aſter the 
Death of Homer; where he met with the 
ſcattered Fragments of them, which before 
that Time had only been traditionally handed 
——— pub» 
| liſhed them entire. Whereas, the Works of 
_Mejes were collected and publiſhed [by him-. 
ſelf, and in the Ark, for their bet- 
ter Preſervation. What excited Lycurgus, the 
Lacedemonian' Legiſlator, | to take fo much 
pany the collecting of theſe Works, was 
anly the Beauty of the, Poetry,” but the 
political, as well as religious Sentiments he 
ind in in them, Which, by layin 
3 the Grecians the evil, Effets of Bi Dit 
cord in { LV: might ſerve. to: unite the | 
Minds of that fi e People, and endear them 5 
to that Form of Government he was g 
wto eſtabliſh. And if 3 rational 
2 for the Preſervation of the Works of 
: _—_— — Care: of the Warks of A 
ſes who had alteady received them as the 
municipal Law of their Natian, for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of their civil Property, as well as 
the Regulation of their reli Saus Obſervances 
Howrvxx, after theſe detached Pieces of 
Homer were brought into Greece, they remain- 
ed in that ſame unconnected Manner, under 
ſeveral Da EX Bath * 
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the "Death" of Dun, the Grotto of Calypſo, 
&c. until they were reduced” into fome Order 
by Prfiftr atus — —_— aan 
Hipparchus the Son of Pifftratus, who 
Crd them into the two Gren Poems of 
the Hiad and the 5 57 rieren 
„ cont "eh&'Great, whw 
was” aſuperſtitious Admirer of Homer, em- 
ployed Ariſtotle to correct the Dad from all | 
the Errors and/Interpolations which had crept 
into it; in the Reviſal of which, he himſelf,” 
ropether with Anaxarchus and Culliſtbenes, is 
faid to have aſſiſted. Which Edition being 
finiſhed, he laid up the Work in a rieh Caſket, 
whence it has ſince been called ie Edition "of 
the Caſter. My e ü en r 4 
Wurcn Edition,” bowever i ot. fatiefying 
the Curious, Zenodotus of Epbeſus, Library + 
Keeper to the firſt Prolemy, undertook another 
Correction of Humer, which not ſatisfying A- 
2 (who was P to 3 
Euergetes, Son to the former Pr 
about another Edition, Which he 2 
with great Learning g and. fudgra agment, and is 
probably that Edition, which,” with ſome” = 
rious Readirigs, is now in che Fand of 
Learned. 8 * N * * ate — 
Lier ur therefore iy fs; ob notwith⸗ 
| Randing alt this Care, it could be ſhewed chere 
were ſtill ſome Diſſolations in che preſent Co. 
or ſome Paſſages chat were diſunited, And 
ſome Lines loſt, and were not to be 
ve wg ceripinly: be obliged to the Critick 
N H 3 for 


? 
. 


Text, would * e the direct contrary; and 


ral Paſſages in the Works of Moſes, that are 


ſhew, as well from the internal Marks, as the 
external Proofs, that what is left was the 
Work of Moſes; although the Titles of the 


tulation of the ſeveral Laws which Moſes had 


as. A Vindication 6 Ur th 


for his Pains; but would this prove that hat 
remained was not the Work, of Homer ?-4 
apprehend not. But rather, that the uninter- 


rupted Attempts of Criticks to rectify the 


would ſhew that — remains . rey 

to the 8 Author. 
I nave, in Treatiſe on the n 
of the. Hebrew' Bible 


entitled, Ae Cl 
an &. ſhew + Gu there are ſeve- 


diſlocated,” and others that are loſt ; and yet 
there are ſufficient Materials remaining to 


Books, any more than thoſe of the Zrad und 
Odyſey, are not now the ſame that they were 
originally. For I. will allow, that the Books of 


the Pentateuch might not have been diſtin- 
| F they were 


they are now, no more 


| Gan they ae at proſe 
an they are ut preſent known bl the fame 


tg eEWS, and among the 
— of Detteronomy,' was 
originally 2 by Moſes, in all human Pro- 


bability, The Book of che Wars of the Lord (h): 


it is called by the Chriftrans,” or 
the ſecond. Low, becauſe it e 


before given the J/racktes, and it is known 
1 en Ae PIOE ane 
8 * Sce warn XII. 14. 1 

i 


th 
m; 
rel 
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barim, becauſe thoſe are the Words with 
which it begins at preſent. And therefore, 
although the hiſtorical and juridical. Parts of 
the Books of Agen, are not how blended in 
. n men —— — mid 
— purge; — — 
juridical. Becauſe, by the Expreſſion of be 
Law, the Pens, — — 
Books of Moſes, — r —— hifags 
cal and: prophetiecs 46 arte e eee 
Farts.gf — and, that it was 
inderito in that Senſe by our Saviour tl 
is manifeſt; — 
made to it by them: As for Kran ple; wheh 
our: — ſays; - the Lato 5 FF 
(50. 1 Which Prop hecies r 


. well as logal Parts of the Books | 


the — — e. Parts. | 
And, indeed, it is wonderful td think af the 
many and various Kinds of Atteſtations tliat 
remain to this Day ofthe Fru of the lite 
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:rical Parts of thoſe Books, conſidering the | 
| early Age of the World in which they were 


written. And, if we were "only. to conſi- 
der the concurrent Teſtimony of - prophane 


L — the firſt of which, that 1 hall 
quote, is Bereſus. Now Beroſus was a C 
ran, or Babyloniſh Prieſt, who flouriſnhed in 
the Time of Alexander the Great, about''the 
48 1ſt Year of the Ara of N ar. I have 
mentioned before, that his Character in Greece 
was ſo famous, fot his Knowledge in Aſtro- 
-nomy, that the Anbemians erected a Statue to 
him, with a golden Tongue, on on account of 
the Juſtneſs of his Aſtrological Predictions. 
This Beroſus wrote 4 Chronological Hiſtory 
of Chaldza, and the adjacent — from 
the Flood of Neab, whom — 
Name, to the Conqueſt of Babylon by 
in which he treated on the Affairs. of Egy 
and ſynchroniſed them with the Affairs CE 
Hria; which makes his Work l 

than any other of the pr ophate Author: who 
have written u 
enabled by it to rectify that exceſſive Number 
of Vcars, which the Prieſts have aſ- 
:figned to the Duration of that Monarchy, and 
the Reign of their Gods. And, indeed, the 

ment between Moſes and Beroſus, in N 

2 8 Accounts, as well as their 
Hiſtory, is very remarkable. For 
makes the Deſtruction of the Egyptian Hoſt 
under Pharaoh in the Red Sea, to have hap- 


Hiſtorians, the Atteſtation che give to it 


mr an Subject; as we are 


2 2.0 2 een 8 JJ ² i. ⁵²˙ 


* n 
5 1 3 
— * I 8 


| in the 6ghth Year of. 2 ing of 
ie, which, ing to his Computa- 
tion, was in the 794th ear after the Flood 
of Noob; whereas, © Moſes makes the fame 
Event to have happened in the 9 oy 
of the Deluge (H. And, indeed,” I cannot but 
think it ſomething very extraordinary, to find 
the Chron of the Hebrew Bible, and tlie 
Heathen Chronology of Beroſus, agree fo nearly 
with regard to the preciſe Time of this Event. 
Conſideting that the Time of the Reigus bf 
the Kings of Bub ylon, from which this I 
lation is computed, is ſet” down by Lage 8. 
and the Lives of the Patriarchs 9 t, ac- 
cording to the dean Naser f Tes AR 
out mentioning the odd Months of each Reign 
or Life; which, in the Space of near 880 
Vears, may very well be allowed to make 4 
Difference of four Vears, between the Calcu- 
lation of „and the Moſaical Com 
tion. I likewiſe cannot but obſerve, that tho 
Acknowledgment of this Fact by an Heathen 
Writer, who ſays, that he com died his Book | 
out of the he tA Records of Che Chaldæa, al- 
though he attributes the Drowning fi ans 
Egyptian to the Power of Art-Mavic 

very extraordinary, and adds no ſrnall V 

to the Teſtimony of , * 


| h See See The Hebrew Chronology 
the bj of Clogher, in which this Calculation between 
Moſes and Pe is N and 1 carried o on and 


2 4 4 


vinditated, written by 


"com ted 
oth . 
- - * F 
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. — e * : 
* 7 © 4 q @ 
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* | 7 Bur, 


later Eu ef cke ee tury, by Aon, 
or the Monk of Viterbo, as Lord Bolingbroke 
ſtyles him (m), whoſe Character for Fidelity 
ny pe: on Yr vr ge 
Titi to 8 nticity | 
this Tranſlation. Becauſe, as they. have juſtly 
obferved, there. are ſeveral 3 out of 
Beroſus, mentiongd both in 
St, Jerume, and Atbenaus, w 


"__ an. by I" | 
cc Learned by the Publication of his Choldean 
% Books of Aſtronomy. and Philaſophy a» 

* mong the Greets. "This. Bent, om 
<« following the moſt ancient yn — = | 
* — gives us an Hiſtory of the Deluge 
e of Waters that then happened, and of the 
« Deſtruction of Mankind by it; W 
4 Tai He alſo 
ives us an Account of that Ark, wherein 


nab, the Origin of our Race, was | 
— — — hea 5 we mag oth 
40 N the- Armeman Mountains. 


RS (e) Lett, in. MF . | . 3 
TIS 9 which; | 
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- dons Paſſages 

enki down as the Reign of 
ei Great + Whiders, our Beroſus is con- 
tinued down no lower than the Reign of. 


| — s-for : 
ing, that the an, had ciel. | Obes 
vations for e backwards from his 


Time. Melde e no- 

n—_ out 0 ee giv yp ek et 
Improvements made in by Nebu- 
cadnezzar, and ſays beſides, that Beg 
* complains of the Grecian Writers, for ſup- 

« poſing, without any Foundation, that Ba- 
bylan was built by Semiramis, Queen of . 
yrza ; and for aſſerting that thoſe wonder-= | 
1 Edißces belonging to it, were hex | 

5 Workmanſhip (p)“ Whereas; there are no 
ſuch Paſſages: in our preſent Cor of Berofus, 
But, on the contrary, in the” it of 
Beroſus, which is come down to our Hands, 
there is Mention made of Semiramis ; and the 


Author ſays, the greatly enlarged Babylon, in⸗ 


W (o) of. Ant. 
lib. xi. c. 11. cont, Ap. lib. i. 5. 2. (p) Joſ. cont. 
Ap. * 5. 20. ek 


vie ſamuch, 


ſomuch, that ſhe almoſt made a new City of 
it. But, that Quotation mentioned by Je. 
pbus, is is by no Means difficult to be re ile 
with this Paſſage; for that | muſt 
have been towards the latter End of Berofus, 
after he had been ſpeaking of the immenſe 
Improvements and Additions made in Babylen 
29 vrhich, indeed, it would 
be wrong to attribute to Semiramis. But, a 
Mr. M biſton (q) very judiciouſly remarks, the 


great Improvements which Nebucadnezzar 


made in t e Buildings'at Babylon, do no 
contradict thoſe ancient and authentick — 
monies, which aſcribe its firſt Building to 


Nimrod, and its firſt Rebuilding to Semiramis. 


Theſe Paſſages, therefore, — by 7 ee 
Pliny, &c. were probably ok that Part 

Hiſtory of Beroſus, which is now loſt, wherein 
the Hiſtory of Ahria was carried down from 
ales 8 to Cyrus. For, as far as this Frag- 
ment does go, it agrees exactly with the Ac- 
count given of Beroſus by "Folephus, -with re- 
to the Flood, the Repeopling of the 
by Noab and bis Sons, — 4 
en Account of thoſe] And 
whereas Joſephus quotes Berofus. 5 ay 


when ſpeaking of the Ark, that 4 it is 2 


« there is ſtill ſome Part of this Ship in Ar. 
* menia, at the Mountain of the Cordyeans, 
< and that ſome People carry off the Pieces 

7 of the Bitumen, which they take away, 5 


(q) Whiſton's Joſ. in loc, i 
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* och - chiefly as Sina, for the averting of 
« Miſchiefs/ (r), This Quotation is to be 
found, totidem Ve bats th Page noe . 
what is very remarkable, is, that, as 7 
obſerves, Bergſus agrees with Moſes. in the De- 
ſtruction of ain by the Flood; ſo this 
Fragment exactly with the Hebrew 
E — the Bible, in the Time of _ 
Departure of the 1/raelites out of Egypt, and 
the Daene Pharach- and his Hoſt in 
the Red Sea. att rig 
_ Any, 2+ find, that 5 in the 
Liſt of the 4ſj71an Kings, and 
which is there aſſigned to the of 
each particular Reign, agrees exactly with 
the Succeſſion of the. Kings of Aria, and 
the Length of their Reigns in the Chrumam 
of Euſebrus, I cannot, therefore, hut look upon 
this Treatiſe, as far as it goes, to be -a faith- 
ful Tranſlation of that Part of Bargſiu, which 
might have been made by ſome private Per- 
— for his own Ule, before. the Original was 
loſt; which, at laſt, fell into the ands of 
Annius of Viterbo, who has ſince publiſhel 
it (s). And, although I will not take upon 
me to vindicate the Integrity of Annins, with 
regard to all his Actions, or every Thing that 
he; has publiſhed s. er e e 


(t) Joſeph. Ant. lib.,i. C. 3. 2 45 

1000. It * A affirmed — 2 Dichmus pres Rev 

is of \ Bero/us was given 

to 22 at Samy Ty Father er Gore of * gs a Do- 
minican Friar. 2117 N b 215 
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of Beroſus, as far as it goes, 
with . 


war by ' Joſephus, and, 


2 ad, dries ran 
nod! fred e eee , e , 


—.— and the (, which had over-run 
Face of | ? World in the fif- 


. wick Books, 
Bien i e e World fared 
— — And, although the intire Works 
of Berofus did not come to his Hands, yet, 
that either he, or Father Geurge of Armenia; 
bree, bet te Study have met with 
Fern n Tran 
| Bor m Lend, 1 define: 
tioe, that-1 lay. you 
dence of 
ſhall Quote, 


l £147 


wil ako No- 


/ or of any other Author 1 
than barely ſuch as the Nature of 


his Teſtimony, when duly and critically. con- 
requires; and that is, of an 


fidered, fairly 
Heathen A of Repute in his Time; and 
unbiaſſed in — of the  FJeweſh Religion. 
E 
| to- T of Art 

nus, with ” d to this p fact wo 
Iſraelites havin e Red Sea with Safe- 
„under the C uct of ; Moſes, at the ſame 
ime that Pharaob and his Hoſt w 


(e) Hed he 19h of Aram . 


16 . | | in 


flation "of | 


no more Streſs on chis Evi- 
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Manner of it, from the Inhabitants of the 


Country where it happened. And it is furs 
1 Ae. _ 0 f N 


d a — | 
Citizens wert themſebves the 

| Lufferers tay this Event, - ſhould be more likely 

to know the Truth of this Affair, than | 

Inhabitants- of. Memphis, who lived on the 

other Side of the Rirer Mai me of Afton = 


WF — Prop, Bran: tb. in, & 275 


e cake ee this act andthe - 


Place where 4 


| 128 aner ee Tf 


Lend, Ei foe. _ = 


= right Hand of = Road, near. e 
between Cairo and the Red Sea, a _ nas - 
row Valley, between two. ———— s 0 
) Exod. Al. 17 KC. 5 


8.8 3 8888 Ar 9.8 VN p40 geben n we 


45 


perro? org Ke bro gh 
Land,” the Wilderneſs hath foutt"thenr tr. © And; 

Place from which the Trackites efcaped, of 
paſſing 'the Red Bea, is that® the Mountain, 
2 wte the den «the of thi 


1 
— — ny 

pa e ee if theſe Mat- 
e as chey are dus related; bad 
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h"no' Heathen Authors, that 1 


130 A im 


Ws Red dh per ſerenal:of, chm MI 
tice of the Departure of the Mraelites out of 
, Egypt- For Anh, the Roman Hiſtorian, 


that when the Egyprians purſued the 1ſractites, 
ho were conducted by Moſes, they were 
forced by T to return Home again. 
Which poſſibly may be true with Regatd to 
have chapel ends 6 he who might 
; and who, 22 fv with 


5%, v is Lord Bolingh 
thor (z), in the fifth 


P 
Origin of the Jeus, fays, { 


5 2 — 2 


4 of Hieroſolymus and Fudeus—But, 'ays he, 


in one Account Numbers of Writers Cancur , 
| Ge. That when was over-run with a 
s lential Diſeaſe, con taminating living Bodies, 
< and very foul to behold, "behold, uebi the 
King, applying for. a Remedy to the Oracle. 
* n was ordered to purge 
and to remove into another 


Xi 2 that Generation of Men, ſo deteſt- 


tc ed by the Deities. Hence, when they 


4+ were all ſcarched out, and brought together, 
« and the Multitude nlite 


ly) Jul. lid. xXXVi. c. 1. WON Lett. v. p. 16. 
| T1 10 immenſe 


o 
- 
* 
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n of the Hiſtories, Lr. Ui 


in particular mentions. from Trogus Pompeius, i 


us, that „ in the Reign 5 fo 2 


* 


818 RSS 


I b _ 
« immenſe Deſerts, and there. abandoned 1 
« whilſtall- continued wait under Aſtoniſh» 
ment and | Def! one of theſe 
Nie rig eee 
of Relief from Gods or Men, ſince both 
by Gods and Men they had been forſaken : 
« but to truſt in himſelf, as in a Leader ſent 
from Heaven, and by whoſe Aid they 
* ſhould. 7 uiſh. their Miſery and 
, and utterly igno- 
«rant of whatever was to befall them, began 
* „ . journey on at Random. But nothing 
them ſo ſorely, — Water 
i But chen they were lying ſcatterect over 
e the Plains, teady to periſh, 4 Herd af wild 
* Ales, leaving their Paſture, climed up 3 
* rocky'-Mountain, covered with a thick 
U Wood. Moſes followed them 12 
a Conjecture from the ſingular Verdure af 


te the erbage, ay N- 3 ſome 
* Jar Springs. ed their Solace 
« ad Re: pad. for fir Days 


* without Intermiſſion, on the ſeventh Day 
« they gained a Settlement, by extermina⸗ 
ting: the Inhabitants. There they raiſed 
« their City, there n and dedicated 

* their Temple.” YT 2h ETFS Ml 
1 Hens then ee A. while, af wy 
| Quotation, ve me Leave to a 
your Lordſhip, dirty it -is:poſſible for:the 
Jews to expect from the Heathens a; ſtrang 
Confirmation of the Truth of their Hiſtory ? 
For is it not here allowed, that their -Leader's 


i 
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132 er be we, I 
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Jews, or for having £ 
Lord Bolingbroke (a) -xpreſ] or- 
towing their HiRory out of the Bible; which 

| bool greatly ab — 1 
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Seal other Þ Men and 
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« pros Tumours and Eruptns co which that 
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